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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Introduction 

S E S B is a short form of Sabah Electricity Sdn Bhd. During the colonial 

era, the British Government formed the Central electricity Board in 1946 to 

support colonial economic activities in Malaysia. In 1955, the National 

Electricity Board was formed to replace the Central Electricity Board, and 

then it was corporatized in 1990 to become Tenaga National Berhad. 

In Sabah, the electricity supply has been available since before World 

War II, which is as early as year 1910. It was provided by three different 

organizations, Sandakan Light & Power Co. Ltd and Jesselton Ice Co, 

while in Labuan was run by The Rural Board. After independent of Sabah 

in Malaysia on 3 1 s t August 1963, Colony of North Borneo changed it's 

name to the State of Sabah, hence the North Borneo Electricity Board 

appropriately became known as the Sabah Electricity Board ( S E B ) and 

was reporting to the Minister of Communication and Public Works. 

Sabah Electricity Act 1983 (Act 278) came into effect on 1 s t January 

1984 and the Sabah Electricity Board ( S E B ) became a Federal Agency 

under the jurisdiction of Ministry of Energy, Telecommunication and Post. 
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