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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to examine factors influencing students to choose
accounting as their academic program. Utilizing the Theory of Reasoned Action, the
study predicts that attitude towards accounting subject and subjective norm influence
students’ intention to choose accounting as their academic program. Approximately 400
questionnaires were sent to accounting students of Universiti Teknologi MARA Kelantan.
From this amount, 340 students responded with response rate of 85.0 percent. The results
were analyzed using SPSS 17 and from the findings, it can be concluded that attitude
towards accounting program and subjective norms are positively related to the intention
to choose accounting as an academic program. The findings provide insights for policy
makers, accounting professional bodies and higher learning institutions in promoting the

accounting program to tertiary students.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study

As the global economic landscape becomes more complex and volatile, the countries
world widely need more experts for the resolution and innovative answer. Hence, the
accountants who are integral to business and economies are seen to be the best
profession able to face these new challenges. This scenario raises the global demand
for accountants. However, the existing number of accountants has yet to meet the
excessive demand of the nations. For example, China requires in excess of 500,000
professional accountants and this will take decades for the world to have this number
appropriately trained ("Accountants in borderless,” 2008). Malaysia as a growing
nation is not spared either as it also experiences shortage of accounting professionals,

especially those who possess the required talent.

The shortage of accounting professionals is attributed to many reasons such as
corporate scandals, nature of accounting subjects and accounting curriculum.
Ironically, the successive corporate scandals and malfeasance to a great extent have
tarnished the accounting profession. The public perceive that the accountants are
lacking of integrity, they are more interested in making profit rather than to act within
the public interest. As a result, the public lost their confidence on the profession and
this situation to some extent keeps the students away. They have no interest to pursue
studies in this discipline. Apart from the scandals, the students perceive that the
profession is facing the perilous future and the subject is dull and boring (Albrecht &
Sack, 2000).

The Bedford Commission (American Accounting Association, 1986) asserted that the
focus of accounting curriculum on the memorization of rules rather than on the
development of conceptual and analytical skills fails to meet the interest of the
students. Exacerbated by negative perceptions towards accounting profession that
relate accountants as those who are only concerned on money, lack of interest to
accounting subjects as well as some weaknesses in the accounting education, making

accounting seems dreary. As a result, this discipline is less favourable and could





