angan Negeri Sembilan

% UNIVERSITT ACADEMY OF LANGUAGE STUDIES
MARA

eealSSN 2@82W©X

EDITORIAL BOARD

PATRON
Prof. Dr. Yamin Yasin

COORDINATOR
Nur Faathinah Mohammad Roshdan

CHIEF EDITOR /
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Soo Kum Yoke, Carolyn

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Ooi Sing Ee

Khairon Nisa Shafeei
Shahrul Muhazad Shahrudin




Higher Education Institutions (HEls):

Pioneers of Sustainable Campuses

Written by:
Dr. Farah Adilla Ab Rahman
Miss Jeniwaty Mohd Jody

Introduction

In an era where environmental
consciousness is paramount, universities are
taking significant strides to create campuses
that not only foster academic excellence but
also embody a commitment to sustainability.
The imperative for universities to adopt
green and sustainable practices is
underscored by their pivotal role in shaping
future leaders and opinion-makers
committed to (Dabija,
Campian, Tiron-Tudor, & Stanca, 2023).

Hence, this article aims to explore the

sustainability

multifaceted efforts of HEIls in driving
sustainability, focusing on key research
findings illuminating the transformative

journey towards Sustainable Campuses.

Learning and Innovation for Progress:
Innovative Initiatives for Sustainable

Communities

Universities are not merely educational
institutions but dynamic hubs that drive
societal  progress through  impactful
sustainability initiatives. Biancardi et al.'s
(2023) study stands as a foundational piece

in this narrative, underscoring the vital role of

hands-on projects. The emphasis on
experiential learning is a strategic move to
instil a profound understanding and
appreciation for sustainability among
students. Beyond imparting theoretical
knowledge, the overarching goal is
transforming universities into incubators that

cultivate environmentally conscious leaders.

Three Pillars of Campus Sustainability:
Sustainability in Action: Behavioral,

Learning, and Facilities

Universities embrace a comprehensive
approach to propel campus sustainability,
highlighting the critical importance of
fostering sustainable behaviors, integrating
advanced learning tools, and investing in
environmentally conscious physical
structures. Sugiarto, Lee, and Huruta's
(2022) research serves as a guiding beacon
in this pursuit, offering valuable insights into
how universities can actively promote
sustainability across various facets of
campus life. The overarching goal extends
beyond theoretical understanding, aiming to
fortify universities' commitment  to
sustainability by creating an educational
environment deeply rooted in the principles

of ecological responsibility.

Grassroots Integration of Sustainability:
Surveying Sustainability at the Ground

Level



Qammar, Rehman Afridi, and Qammar's
(2023) research probes the grassroots
integration of sustainability, emphasizing the
need for a more comprehensive and
cohesive  approach to  campus-wide
sustainability initiatives. The objective is to
align institutional policies and practices with
the demonstrated enthusiasm and
commitment of the university community.
The study underscores the importance of
creating a sustainable campus culture by
showcasing commendable levels of
knowledge, awareness, interest, and

engagement among the respondents.

Recommendations for Sustainable
Governance: Paving the Way for

Sustainable Governance

Idoiaga Mondragon et al's (2023)
recommendations serve as a compelling call
to action for universities, urging them to
adopt comprehensive strategies
encompassing fundamental sustainability-
related content and methodologies. The
emphasis is not only on theoretical
understanding but also on promoting active
and student-centered teaching
methodologies. By incorporating
sustainability into the core of education,
universities can empower students to
become informed, engaged, and proactive

contributors to sustainable development.

Furthermore, the recommendations

underscore the need to nurture a holistic

view of sustainability. This involves
considering its environmental, economic,
and sociocultural dimensions in an

integrated manner.
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Incremental Steps towards Sustainability:
Building Blocks for  Sustainable

Transformation

Filho et al's (2023) recommendations
underscore the importance of taking
incremental steps for Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs) in their journey towards
sustainability. The primary objective of these
recommendations is to provide essential
pillars for institutions to evolve sustainably

over time.

The study emphasizes inclusive governance
initiatives, recognizing the varied nature of
sustainable projects, providing financial
support for governance efforts, empowering
faculties in decision-making related to
sustainability, and ensuring leadership's

understanding of sustainability principles.



University Leadership and Culture: A
Driving Force: Guiding the Path to
Sustainability

Mohammadi et al.'s (2023) research serves
as a foundational piece, illuminating the
positive relationship between university
leadership, organizational culture, and the
effective implementation of sustainability
education. This research aims to underscore
the influential role that leadership and culture
play in shaping students' commitment to
sustainability and integrating sustainability

principles into the university structure.

By establishing this positive relationship, the
research highlights the critical impact that
effective leadership and a conducive
organizational culture can have on fostering
a culture of sustainability within higher

education institutions.
Conclusion

Transitioning to sustainable universities
benefits the environment and health and sets
a benchmark for other organizations.
Policymakers, managers, and students play
pivotal roles in contributing to this
transformative process. These findings offer
valuable insights for creating a holistic and
sustainable campus environment, ensuring
that universities continue to lead the way in

fostering a sustainable future.
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