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ABSTRACT 

Despite all the efforts and research that have been carried out in Malaysia to study 

the motivation and intention of becoming entrepreneurs, neither seems to attract 

more graduates nor the Bumiputera to become entrepreneurs. The general 

objective of the present study was to explore a different approach to attract the 

Bumiputera graduates to become entrepreneurs by taking the importance of 

sociologists' perspectives into account by investigating the lived experience of 

Bumiputera graduates involving themselves in entrepreneurship. Seven 

Bumiputera graduate entrepreneurs were selected using purposive and snowball 

sampling techniques and interviewed using semi-structured open-ended questions.  

Data found that the Bumiputera graduate entrepreneurs had diverse life 

experiences pursuing entrepreneurship. Besides having unsupportive family 

members, being lazy and selective were the plausible answers to why the 

Bumiputera graduates are unemployed instead of becoming entrepreneurs. Other 

sociological aspects also impact the Bumiputera graduate entrepreneurs’ business 

endeavours. Although they were hesitant to admit the importance of social status 

in their lives, they admit social status is vital for business success. In general, their 

social status varies with their achievements or failures. When asked about their 

perceived social status, the graduates often describe social status as the view of 

oneself, feelings of satisfaction, and getting attention from others. Their 

achievements or failures alter how they view themselves, their feelings of 

satisfaction, and getting attention from others. Based on the findings, social status 

is useful in attracting graduates to become entrepreneurs. The government and 

other parties interested in attracting more graduates, especially the Bumiputera, to 

become entrepreneurs, may use the elements defining social status as a few of the 

efforts. Furthermore, social status is also suitable to inspire graduates already in 

the entrepreneurship field to expand their businesses instead of staying on a small 

scale. 

  



 

 

v 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Foremost, I would like to praise Allah the Almighty, the Most Gracious, and the 

Most Merciful for the opportunity to complete this long and challenging journey. 

May Allah’s blessing goes to His final Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), 

his family, and his companions. 

 

Thousands of gratitude go to my supervisor, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mohd Ali Bahari 

Abdul Kadir and co-supervisor, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sharifah Zannierah Syed 

Marzuki for the knowledge and assistance provided to complete the paper.  

 

Moreover, I am deeply indebted to my dearest husband, Mohammed Radzi Mohd 

Said, my brother, Redzwan Shah Mohd Razalli, and my in-laws for their love and 

prayers. This endeavour would not have been possible without their continuous 

support. 

 

I would also like to show my appreciation to my former lecturer and research 

advisor, Prof. Dr. Narehan Binti Hassan, and my former work supervisor, Puan 

Noor Hanim Bt Azahari, because without them writing the referee report, I might 

not have been able to start the journey.  

 

I am also extremely grateful to the Malaysian Journal of Social Sciences and 

Humanities (MJSSH) editors for the prompt feedback and for accepting my 

articles for publication. I would also like to thank all my friends for the moral 

support and the research participants for contributing and making the study 

successful. 

 

Last but not least, I would like to dedicate this thesis to the loving memory of my 

very dear late parents, Abah and Mama, for bringing me into this life and always 

inspiring me to do my best. I dedicate this victory to both of them. Alhamdulilah.  



 

 

vi 

 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

 Page 

CONFIRMATION BY PANEL OF EXAMINERS ii 

AUTHOR’S DECLARATION  iii 

ABSTRACT  iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  v 

TABLE OF CONTENT  vi 

LIST OF TABLES  xii 

LIST OF FIGURES  xiii 

 
 

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION  1 

1.1 Introduction to the Chapter 1 

1.2 The Research Background 1 

1.3 The Rationale for the Study 4 

1.3.1 A Qualitative Research Investigating the Lived Experience of 

Graduate Entrepreneurs 

6 

1.3.2 Involving Graduates of All Ages 7 

1.3.3 Allowing Necessity Entrepreneurs to Share Viewpoints 8 

1.3.4 Providing a Sociological Perspective 9 

1.3.5 Discovering Another Way to Promote Entrepreneurial 

Activities 

11 

1.4 The Statement of The Problem 13 

1.5 The Research Objectives  15 

1.6 The Research Questions 16 

1.7 The Scope of The Research  17 

1.7.1 The Number of Research Participants 17 

1.7.2 The Age of the Research Participants 18 

1.7.3 The Size and Nature of the Companies 18 



 

 

vii 

 

1.7.4 The Research Location  19 

1.8 The Limitations of the Research 20 

1.8.1 Time constraints 20 

1.8.2 Data collection medium 21 

1.8.3 Timing of study 21 

1.9 The Significance of the Research 22 

1.9.1 The Practitioners 22 

1.9.2 Body of Knowledge 24 

1.9.3 The Policy Makers 25 

1.10 The Overview of the Research Methodology  26 

1.11 The Structure of the Thesis 27 

1.11.1 Chapter One - Introduction 28 

1.11.2 Chapter Two - Literature Review 28 

1.11.3 Chapter Three - Research Methodology 29 

1.11.4 Chapter Four - Findings 29 

1.11.5 Chapter Five - Discussions 30 

1.11.6 Chapter Six - Conclusion & Recommendations 30 

1.12 The Chapter Summary 31 

CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW  32 

2.1 Introduction to the Chapter 32 

2.2 Introduction to Entrepreneurship 32 

2.2.1 Entrepreneurship from the Economic Perspective 34 

2.3 The Sociological Perspectives and the Entrepreneurs’ Emergence 37 

2.3.1 The Life Course Stage – Graduates’ Lives after Studies 41 

2.3.2 The Ethnic Identification - The Bumiputera Ethnic Group 47 

2.3.3 Population Ecology – The Government’s Initiatives 50 

2.3.4 Bumiputera in Social Networking 53 

2.4 Overview of Social Status 54 




