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The cat in me 
by Ibtisam Abdul Wahab 

 
 

I am perfect, I looked perfect. 
Not like Yom, the amputee 

Despite having lost a leg, she climbs the staircase faster than me. 
You want my lappy? Yom blinked once. Okay, then. 

I provide my lap and she climbed on me. 
She folds her two front legs and sits quietly. 

But not long, here comes Ola, the beauty queen. 
and Yom does not favour on sharing me. 

Hence, Yom quits and goes off. 
Now, Ola wins. For the time being. 

While the cat in me is still figuring out 
that plants are cats’ attractants. 

Pokok kucing galak hails from Nepeta genus 
While Actinidia species can be the kiwi trees 

These plants possess natural molecules. 
The nepetalactone and matatabilactone 

are the active principles 
that would very much 

excite the cats, 
influence their response, 

and stimulate Yom, Ola and Ariel, 
as they are my lifetime comrades. 

 

 
Ariel (left), Ola (middle) and Yom (right) 
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