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Shackles and Cycles: The revolution 
by Kisyein Kumar 

 

 

Young Alfred is at it again, all for a measly gain, 

Tugging at the gears, the heat giving him strain, 

The cotton machine cares not, and its owner the same, 

Even if he’s hurt, he’ll be replaced by another name. 

 

Alfred is now at home, a pen and ink beside him, 

His text fuelled by past and present, his ink is at his whim, 

Of freedom, of green, of family and of dreams, 

His poems will tear the machine by its seams. 

 

Albert had seen the end of tyranny, 

The machine, broken down and sputtering blasphemy, 

Be it Keats, Byron or by Alfred’s own words, 

He cared not, there was change in the world. 

 

Old Alfred is at it again, all for a bountiful gain, 

Teaching the young, his words giving them strain, 

The poet cared not, his muses the same, 

When he is gone, the youth shall carry his name. 
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