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To my daughter, this I promise You 
By Syakirah Mohammed 

 

 

My eyesight is failing my vision blurry, 

Often I ask you to read the fine writings of those recipes 

  to thread the needle time and again, 

and stitch the tattered seams of my caftans, 

I hope you don’t hate me for that! 

 

My fingers are losing strength and can no longer grip, 

Heavy groceries bags on our shopping trip, 

Often I seek your help to twist the bottle caps, 

The jar lids, the door handle, all sort of craps, 

I hope you don’t hate me for that! 

 

My legs are shaking my knees hurting, 

Walking a short distance is akin to climbing a hill 

Often you stop walking to see me just standing still 

Waiting for you to turn around, your hands stretched, aids in offering 

I hope you don’t hate me for that! 

 

I am losing control of my bladder as I grow older 

Sometimes I dashed to the washroom with all my might 

Only to pee all over the floor 

That you have just mopped and cleaned bright 

I hope you don’t hate me for that  
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One day in future, just like grandma I may lose 

My mind faculty and the ability to remember 

Please don’t burden yourself with the duty of care 

Send me somewhere nice and get on with life 

I promise I won’t hate you for that 

 

Enjoy good food and travel to places 

It is alright to put your happiness first 

Live a life free of heartache and pain 

But keep the memories of us alive till we meet again 

I promise I won’t hate you for that 
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