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What I love about going places 
By Syazliyati Ibrahim 

 
 

It's breathing in 
The foreign air 

And getting lost 
In different crowds. 

Trying to read the city maps 
And signboards. 

To see if you have checked 
The must-see places. 

 
It's the awkward hellos you said to strangers 

The glorious buildings of old museums, 
the colourful, vibrant markets, 

the red and yellow maple leaves lining the roadsides - 
that often beckon you to touch their crispness. 

 
It's finding the most affordable souvenir shops 

The scenic spots which capture eternal memories 
And the hunt for halal eateries 

Or at the very least 
The coveted Indian restaurants 

Where you can eat curry & basmathi rice 
That can ease a bit of the yearning for home. 

 
It's the absolute beauty 

of the earth 
from the window seat. 
And the alien sunset. 
And the pristine snow. 
Also, the majestic Alps. 

And the magnificent fiords. 
And the fathomless lakes - 

where you can feel 
like you're drowning 

In their blue-green depths. 
 

But most of all 
It's for the racing pulse. 

And the heady sensation of being just a tiny speck of nothingness 
in this huge universe. 

And the whisper- 
how insignificant the self is, 

how wondrous His creations are. 
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