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ABSTRACT 

This thesis delve the underlying factors of homeless women who work as prostitute in 
Kuala Lumpur City Centre. This study adopted a qualitative approach through in-depth 
interview and observation among ten (10) homeless women who work as prostitutes. 
The respondents ages ranged from 31 to 60 years old. Out of ten respondents, six of 
them are Malays, two Indian (one respondents were converted to Islam), one Chinese 
(converted to Islam) and one Bumiputera Sarawakian. All ten respondents are among 
Malaysian nationality. The operation findings of this study is devided into four aspects: 
location, pimp-controlled prostitution, time and people involved. In term of location, 
majority of the respondents performed their activities at hotels. Among ten (10) 
respondents, eight (8) of them are self-employed prostitutes.  Majority of the 
respondents provide sexual services at night (six respondents). Through the experience 
and perceptions, they indicated that homeless women who work as prostitutes in Kuala 
Lumpur are among Malays, followed by Indian. The first underlying factor of homeless 
women who work as prostitutes is poverty where most of the respondents have a very 
low income, among the urban poor and lack of affordable housing (primary and 
secondary homelessness categories). The second underlying factor is migration (to find 
the jobs, follow their husband and running away from home). The third factor is peer 
influence such as respondent’s friends, husband’s friends and their own husband that 
influenced them to become prostitutes. The fourth factor is financial constrain (do not 
have any financial sources to support their lives). The fifth factor is family breakdown, 
for example the death of the husband or divorced. The sixth factor is low literacy which 
lead themselves to easy traped and allured into prostitution. The seventh factor is 
violence (had experienced domestic violence and were among the victims of sexual 
abuse). The eighth factor is loneliness which influence respondent to engage in 
prostitution. The nineth factor is drug addiction, where majority of the respondents work 
as prostitutes to earn money to buy drugs. Finally, the tenth factor is frustration – a new 
factor emerge from this study – where respondent indicated that she was frustrated with 
her husband because of having another relationship. The findings of this study revealed 
that the respondents faced two types of risks which are health (having infected with 
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and sexual transmitted disease (STD)) and safety 
(experienced been beaten, abused and threatened). In term of predicaments, some of the 
respondents experienced unwanted pregnancy, refusal payments by clients and stigma 
from the society. Finally, the respondents indicated that stigma, lack of affordable 
housing, and drug addiction are three top barriers for them to leave this job. This study 
conclude that, the issues of homeless women who work as prostitute is still open for 
more debates. In some situations, women become homeless and/or prostitutes due to 
being the victim of situations (domestic violence, syndicate, family breakdown, 
financial problem and others) or their own individual choices. However, the factors 
surrounding homeless women who work as prostitutes are found almost similar to the 
international trends. 
 
Keywords: homeless women, prostitution, operation, underlying factors, risks, 
predicaments, barriers, Kuala Lumpur City Centre 



v 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

In the name of God, the Most Beneficent and the Most Merciful, Alhamdulillah I have 
completed my thesis. This journey taught me to give the best in any situation and at any 
moment. Special thanks to my supervisors, Prof. Dr. Zaliha Hj. Hussin and Assoc. Prof. 
Dr. Yarina Ahmad for their continuous guidance. I really want to express my gratitude 
to my both supervisors who never give up to develop and groom me until I be like this, 
from zero to something that I can do. They are the best supervisors ever, except if they 
are scolding me (just kidding). Sometimes, they can turn to be a fighter if there are 
someone who try to mess with them and their students. For me, they are great protector 
and shield ever.   

In walking until the end of this journey, my parents’ pleasure and du’a are a must. 
Blessing from them make me much stronger and keep moving until the end. They are 
my external ‘supervisors’ who keep supporting me, Mohd Adib Ayob and Khazaimah 
Mohd Daud, thank you for everythings. 

Besides, I would like to say thank you to my sisters on this journey who always be with 
me during raining, cloudy, storming days and nights and who are always hold my hands 
until I reach at the end of this journey, Aslinda Ramly, Nur Amalina Aziz and Siti 
Zulaikha Mustapha. Thank you sisters. In starting your journey as a Master student, 
emotional sacrifaction towards your friends are there, as each of us need to go with our 
own path of Master journey. But, by having love, care, and understanding towards each 
other make this relationship much more wonderful. Thank you Siti Nur Fathanah Abd. 
Hamid and Masitah Faizul Arby. A big cheers to my shoulder and ears, Syafiqah 
Nadzirah Azhar, who always listens and understand me from starting until the end of 
this journey. Special thanks to my assistance at home, Noraini Fauzi who always 
accompany me until late night and took care of me. Thank you.  

Master journey is not an easy and calm path. There are a lot of torns before reaching at 
the end. Master journey is like a rose. From the rough view, doing a Master study is 
wonderful and great. But, there are a lot of tears, blood and sacrifice that need to hold 
and do. “Unless you choose to do great things with it, it makes no difference how much 
you are rewarded, or how much power you have” - Oprah Winfrey 

Special thanks also to Graduate Research in Print (GRiP) members in helping me to 
strengthen my understanding of research by giving feedback on my writing. A lot of 
improvement has been made. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JPRIU
Highlight



vi 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

CONFIRMATION BY PANEL OF EXAMINERS ii 

AUTHOR’S DECLARATION iii 

ABSTRACT iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT v 

TABLE OF CONTENTS vi 

LIST OF TABLES xi 

LIST OF FIGURES xii 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS xiii 
 

CHAPTER ONE:  INTRODUCTION 1 

1.1 Introduction 1 

1.2 Background of Study 1 

1.3 Problem Statement 5 

1.4 Research Questions 10 

1.5 Research Objectives 10 

1.6 Scope of Study 11 

1.7 Significance of Study 11 

1.8 Definition of Terms 14 

1.8.1 Homelessness                14 

1.8.2 Homeless Women              14 

1.8.3 Women Homelessness Categories       14 

1.8.4 Prostitutes or Sex Worker        15 

1.8.5 Prostitution          15 

1.8.6 Social Problems          16 

1.8.7 Poverty           16 

1.8.8 Feminization of Poverty             16 

1.8.9 Feminization of Migration        17 

Page 



vii 

 

CHAPTER TWO:  LITERATURE REVIEW 18 

2.1 Introduction 18 

2.2 Homelessness Issue Globally 18 

2.3 Homelessness Issue in Malaysia 22 

2.3.1  Efforts Taken by the Government            23 

2.3.1.1       Malaysia Yearly Budget 24 

2.3.1.2       Ops Qaseh 25 

2.3.1.3       Anjung Singgah 26 

2.3.1.4       Pusat Transit Gelandangan Kuala Lumpur 26 

2.3.1.5       Department of Islamic Malaysia (JAKIM) 27 

2.3.2 Efforts Taken by Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)    27 

2.3.2.1 Pertubuhan Tindakan Wanita Islam (PERTIWI) Soup 

Kitchen 27 

2.3.2.2 Kechara Soup Kitchen (KSK) 28 

2.3.2.3 Dapur Jalanan 28 

2.3.2.4 Need to Feed the Need (NFN) 28 

2.3.2.5 Jom Bekpes! 29 

2.3.2.6 Kaseh4U 29 

2.3.2.7 Fungates Superflow Foundation 30 

2.3.2.8 Food Not Bombs, Kuala Lumpur 30 

2.4 Women’s Homelessness in Malaysia 30 

2.5 Factors of Women’s Homelessness Engage in Prostitution 32 

2.5.1 Poverty           33 

2.5.2 Family Breakdown         35 

2.5.3  Migration           36 

2.5.4 Low Literacy          38 

2.5.5 Peer Influence          40 

2.5.6 Loneliness          41 

2.5.7 Financial Constrain         43 

2.5.8 Drug Addiction          44 

2.5.9 Violence           46 

2.6 Prostitution or Sex Trade: A Career or a Social Problem? 48 

2.6.1 Definition of Prostitution         50 




