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ABSTRACT

This research discusses on the issue of power sources and its relationship with the
outline design of a K-car passenger segment. As power sources is significantly
important in propelling a car, it is important too on noticing its ability on causing
impacts on car design outcome both; design appearance and design outline. Moreover,
as small sized and light in weight car (specifically terms as K-car in Japan) are
projected to be the most practical for city drive currently and in future, it also believed
that electric drive soon will become the most convenience and best choice for this
purpose. For this reason, it appears that there are some significant impacts causes from
this phenomenon, when K-car started to use an electric drive in comparing to its
previous source, gasoline. This research not only discovers the demand of electric
sources towards the K- car, in fact to establish design opportunity on how the package,
form, space and function can be creatively utilized by designers. Therefore, there are
more than just changes in mechanism, technology and powertrain. Instead the changes
in design character on both; design appearances and profile have an impact to the way
cars have been designed. The important used of electric power sources to the K-car, it
tend to create its own design language in meeting the future design direction in
comparison to combustion power source. These changes had offer new opportunity for
Research and Development department to market the electric vehicle (EV) for
consumer as EV tend to be in a negative perspective. Therefore, design is not only for
aesthetic purposes but also important to impress consumer for its function, space and
package design.
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