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ABSTRACT

Entrepreneurship has been acknowledged as one of the best strategies in a nation’s
economic development to accomplish economic growth and withstand competitiveness
in the fast challenging trends of globalisation. Malaysia is one of the few economies in
the Asian region that has variety of supporting mechanisms and policiesextensively
open for all entrepreneurs, including women. The government’s move in accentuating
entrepreneurship among women is reflected through various platforms that lead to
prominent transformation in Malaysia’s sharing economy. The development has created
many ways that women can embrace and catalyze in business escalation. Since the
barriers to entrepreneurship have been lowered, wealth creation and affluence are more
accessible to women. However, the involvement of women and their performance in
entrepreneurship are still considered as low despite the various initiatives given.
Applying the theories of Entrepreneurial Orientation, Market Orientation and Social
Networking this research attempts to examine their relationship in influencing women
entrepreneurs’ success in Malaysia. Although much studies have been done to
investigate the various effect of Entrepreneurial Orientationa and Market Orientation,
none has incorporated Social Networking in the study. On top of that, this research also
taking into consideration the moderating effects of Financial Assistance, Government
Initiatives and Individualism-Collectivism.  Data were collected from women
entrepreneurs in all six regions in Malaysia. Out of 930 questionnaires distributed, 401
were returned which is approximately about 43% response rate but only 372 effective
questionnaires were left to analyse. A sequence of statistical analyses were applied to
test the hypotheses and also to answer the research questions which include descriptive
analyses, reliability analysis, factor analysis, correlation analysis and multiple analysis.
Multiple hierarchical regression analysis was used to test moderating effect. The
findings concluded that Entrepreneurial Orientation and Market Orientation
significantly influenced women entrepreneurs’ success, while networking was found
not significant. In addition, the finding also specified the effect of moderators: Financial
assistance significantly moderates the relationship between Social Networking and
Success; Government Initiatives weakly moderates the relationship of Social
Networking and Success; the relationship of Entrepreneurial Orientation and Success,
and negatively moderates the relationship of Market Orientation and Success.
Individualism was found as a significant moderator between Entrepreneurial
Orientation and Success, and it negatively moderates Social Networking and Success.
While collectivism was found to positvely moderate Entrepreneurial Orientation and
Success; positively moderate Social Networking and Success but negatively moderate
Market Orientation and Success. The study incorporated the important variables into
the framework which were formerly investigated independently. It contributes to both
theoretical and practical contributions especially in disclosing to women entrepreneurs
and policy makers on the role of Entrepreneurial Orientation, Market Orientation and
Social Networking in influencing the success of women entrepreneurs in Malaysia and
the effect of government initiatives, financial assistance and individualism-collectivism
in moderating the relationship. Methodological and practical implications were
dissccused and several recommendations for future research were identified and
proposed. This research is believed to extend more inclusive findings of the areas
involved and contribute significantly to the body of knowledge.
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