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 Petrochemical
On  July 10, 2020, a webinar on “Intro-
duction to Petrochemical Industry” was 
organised by Faculty of Applied Scienc-
es, UiTM Perak Branch Tapah Campus. 
This industrial talk aims to give exposure 
regarding the petrochemical industry. 
A total of 42 participants including staff 
and students from various campuses of 
Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM) were in-
volved in this industrial talk. In l ine with 
the main purpose of the industrial talk we-
binar, it gave new insights and exposed 
the students to the integration of sci-
ence and technology skil ls in the industry. 
 
In addition, the industry experts, academi-
cians, and students involved can experi-
ence knowledge exchange with each oth-
er. This industrial talk developed a good 
relationship with the industry and external 
organisations and enhanced the reputa-
tion of UiTM Perak Branch, Tapah Campus. 
This webinar industrial talk started with a 
session by the international speaker, Dr 
Mohammad Azizol bin Abdul Wahab who 
is the Lead Scientist (Polymer), Technol-
ogy Group, Petrochemicals, at Saudi Ba-
sic Industries Corp (SABIC) Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia. He spoke about himself and SABIC 
which is one of the world’s largest and top 
10 chemical companies.
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The main agenda of his session included the 
upstream and downstream business in oil and 
gas industry; the relationship between pe-
troleum, petrochemicals and polymers, and 
petrochemicals building blocks related to 
petroleum-based polymers (plastics). Petro-
chemical means the chemical products that 
can be obtained from fossil fuels such as pe-
troleum, coal, natural gas, or non-renewable 
sources. Dr Mohammad Azizol bin Abdul Wa-
hab also explained about the importance of 
petrochemicals, petrochemical-based prod-
ucts and activities in petroleum business seg-
ments: upstream (exploration, drilling and pro-
duction), midstream (processing, pre-process, 
storage and transmission), and downstream 
(oil refining, convert to energy or petrochem-
icals products mainly from two classifications: 
polymers and chemicals, lubricants, and fer-
tilisers). Apart from that, he gave a speech 
about the growth of petrochemical in Saudi 
Arabia, in which he accentuated the typical 
composition of crude oil and its refining pro-
cess until it can yield the petrochemical-based 
consumer goods.

He also spoke about the commercially most im-
portant seven petrochemical building blocks 
and the polymers that can be derived from 
them. In addition, Dr Mohammad Azizol bin Ab-
dul Wahab enlightened about the importance 
of polymers and how polymers contribute to the 
formation of plastics and other advanced ma-
terial and products.  Furthermore, he also sug-
gested new ways to the researchers and those in 
petrochemical industry on how to manage plas-
tics in order to avoid pollution. Lastly, he ended 
his session by sharing his own experiences which 
ignited the participants’ interest in the petro-
chemical industry. 

E. Tavasuria A/P Elangovan
( FSG )
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