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ABSTRACT

Academic assessments in schools are important because the results generally indicate
the level of students’ knowledge, skills, and understanding. The strategies for giving
assessments may not be suitable for students with Learning Disabilities (LD) who
have different kinds of mental capabilities and emotional stress compared to their
normal peers. In Pakistan, there is a significant paucity in the literature regarding the
academic assessment experiences of students with learning disabilities. This
phenomenological research focused on exploring the academic assessment
experiences of post-secondary Pakistani students with learning disabilities (LD) and
the challenges their parents and teachers faced. Semi-structured interviews and focus
group discussions were conducted with five students with LD (aged 17-21 years) from
private schools/colleges, their parents, and teachers. Major themes that emerged from
a thematic analysis were self-perception, barriers to academic achievements, lived
experiences, parenting challenges, support from academia, effective teachers and their
challenges, as well as academic support. The findings revealed that a robust system of
assessment is required for students with LD. Majority of the LD students expressed
that they need support from their parents, teachers, peers, and school/college
administration. The findings also indicated that these students are at a higher risk of
anxiety if they lacked support. This is because the exams cause anxiety, and the fear of
failing prevents them from properly concentrating on their subjects. On the other hand,
the results from parent interviews indicated that parents of students with LD also go
through a lot of emotional and financial stress. They were not satisfied with the
arrangements made before or during examinations by the school administration, which
results in low academic progress of their children. The study argued that a much
greater responsibility for assessing students with LD is on the teachers. Due to their
comprehensiveness, the results of this study may contribute to the existing literature
and be helpful to educators, especially the policy makers in Pakistan in creating more
awareness about the academic and social environments of students with LD. The
findings can be further explored through interviewing students with other specific LDs
like autism, non-verbal LD, and oral/written LD.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

Assessment is a predetermined system and procedure encompassing students'

learning outcomes (Gamble, Cassidy, McLaughlin, & Giles, 2016) . This learning

could be in many forms regarding the knowledge gained or the skills developed.

Academic assessment can be considered one of the essential things instructors can do

to support their students' learning. For students to progress within their educational

setup and grow professionally, they need to sit for the assessments designed by their

teachers (Gamble, Cassidy, McLaughlin, & Giles, 2016).

Considering the word ‘assessment’, some professionals use it broadly to include

both assessment and evaluation. The purpose of a comprehensive assessment and

evaluation is to identify a student’s patterns of strengths and needs accurately. The

term assessment is used in many different contexts for various purposes in educational

settings, including individual and group, standardised and informal, as well as

formative and summative (Sperotto, 2014).

The academic assessment of students with learning difficulties has become one

of the dynamic fields in education research. The present study focused on exploring

the experiences of post-secondary Pakistani students with learning disabilities (LD) or

difficulties in facing academic assessments. Both terms were also used in representing

the challenges their parents and teachers face in preparing them for their academic

achievements in Pakistan. The term learning difficulty/disability (LD) denotes notable

malfunctioning of psychological progressions, which are accountable for

understanding, speaking, listening, reading, writing, thinking, and mathematical

calculations. These incapacities ignore learning challenges that result from rational

deficiency, emotional instabilities, and visual, hearing, or motor impairments (Antonis,

2022) . The United Nations 2030 agenda of sustainable development provides a

framework for the peace and prosperity of 170 countries, including Pakistan. Out of

the 14 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Goal Four is about inclusive and

quality education. According to the goal, it is imperative to provide educational
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