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Course Code ADS660

MQF Credit 3 

Course
Description

This course gives a critical and contextual understanding of the various current
international issues. Amongst those covered include the dominant power play in the
post-Cold War era, the effectiveness or otherwise of the United Nations as a world
body, human rights questions, the impact of globalization, the possible and critical
threats to the environment, and the rise of China as a powerful international actor.

Transferable Skills a. Demonstrate ability to communicate clearly and confidently, and listen critically
b. Demonstrate practical and contemporary knowledge of relevant professional,
ethical and legal frameworks
c. Demonstrate enthusiasm, leadership and the ability to positively influence others
d. Demonstrate ability to analyse issues/problems from multiple angles and make
suggestions

Teaching
Methodologies

Lectures, Blended Learning, Tutorial, Presentation

CLO
CLO1 Analyse issues in global affairs by applying concepts, theories and

perspectives of international politics
CLO2 Demonstrate a knowledge in leadership skill in solving issues of global affairs
CLO3 Demonstrate managerial skills in analyzing issues and challenges related to

international actors of global affairs

Pre-Requisite
Courses

No course recommendations

Topics
1. Introduction
1.1) The political perspectives
1.2) The economic issues
1.3) The social and other factors
2. The Historical Setting & Current Scenario
2.1) The Cold War & its legacy
2.2) The New World Order
2.3) The Power Locations: Military and Economic
3. An analytical Framework
3.1) A unipolar system
3.2) A bipolar system
3.3) A multipolar system
3.4) Countervailing forces: The European Union as a possible case in point
4. The United Nations
4.1) Historical background and current status
4.2) Challenges and prospects for reforms
4.3) Role and effectiveness cases: Bosnia Herzegovina and Iraq
5. The “Re-emergence” of the Civil Society as an International Actor
5.1) Civil Society and human rights: Concepts and Practices
5.2) The commitments of governments: human rights vs. security considerations
5.3) The role of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)
6. The Myanmar Question
6.1) The issues involved
6.2) Human rights vs. national sovereignty
6.3) Constructive engagement vs. sanctions
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7. Terrorism and Counter Terrorism?
7.1) Definitions and Debates
7.2) The September 11 episode and Islam phobia
7.3) Terrorism and counter-terrorism strategies
8. Security and Conflict Resolution
8.1) Definitions and concepts
8.2) Diplomacy: bilateral and multilateral
8.3) Other avenues: legal resource, third party initiative and compromises
9. Globalization
9.1) Definitions and practices
9.2) Historical precedents of trade liberalization
9.3) The impact on the less developed countries
10. Global movements of people
10.1) Refugees and immigrants
10.2) Illegal trade in people
10.3) The political and economic benefits and problems encountered
11. Environmental Protection
11.1) The main factors involved
11.2) The approaches of the developed countries and those of the others
11.3) The economic impact of environmental protections
12. The Rise of China
12.1) The economic and military potential of China
12.2) The impact of Chinese economic resurgence on ASEAN
12.3) The China as a world actor
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Assessment Breakdown %
Continuous Assessment 100.00%

Details of
Continuous
Assessment

Assessment Type Assessment Description % of Total Mark CLO
Case Study case study 10% CLO1 
Presentation presentation 20% CLO3 
Test Test 40% CLO2 
Written Report Report 30% CLO1 

Reading List Recommended
Text John Baylis, Steve Smith, Patricia Owens 2014, The

Globalization of World Politics, 2014 Ed., Oxford University
Press Oxford [ISBN: 0198725841]

Reference
Book
Resources

William Nester 2001, International Relations, Wadsworth
[ISBN: 053417986X]
Allen Sens,Peter Stoett 2013, Global Politics 5e, Nelson
Education [ISBN: 0176482490]
Asmady Idris 2000, Amerika Syarikat: Satu kuasa hegemoni
dunia, Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka Kuala Lumpur [ISBN:
9836269002]
Azizah Kassim (ed) 2004, Proceedings of Seminar on Public
Responses to Foreign Workers in Sabah, Universiti Malaysia
Sabah. Kota Kinabalu
Barnet, Michael N., ‘, 1996, The Politics and Indifference at
the United Nations and Genocide in Rwanda and Bosnia’ in
Thomas Cushman and Stepan G. Mestrovic (ed), This Time
We Knew: Western Responses to Genocide in Bosnia, New
York: New York University
Baskara T. Wardaya, SJ. 2007, Cold War Shadow: United
States Policy towards Indonesia, 1953-1963, Yokyakarta,
Galang Press
Beetham, David, (ed) 1995, Politics and Human Rights,
Oxford: Blackwell
A. LeRoy Bennett, James K. Oliver 2002, International
Organizations: Principles and Issues (7th Edition), 7th Ed.,
Greener Books (London, United Kingdom) [ISBN:
978013032185]
Blum, William, 2001, Rouge State: A Guide to the World’s
Only Superpower. , London: Zed Books/Cameron
Cai, Kevin, G. 2003, ‘The ASEAN – China Free Trade
Agreement and East Asian Regional Grouping’,
Contemporary Southeast Asia, Volume 25 Ed.
Cameron, Fraser, 2005, US Foreign Policy after the Cold War:
Global Hegemony or Reluctant Sheriff? , London: Routledge
Catley, Bob 1999, ‘Hegemonic America: The Arrogance of
Power’,, Volume 21, Number 2 Ed., Contemporary Southeast
Asia
Cheng, Joseph, Y.S., Volume 21, Number 2, August, pp 176
1999, ‘China’s ASEAN Policy in the 1990’s:, Contemporary
Southeast Asia Pushing for Regional Multipolarity’
Chomsky, Noam, 1970, At War with Asia: Essays on
Indonesia,, New York Vintage Books
Chomsky, Noam, 2004, hegemony or Survival: America’s
Quest for Global Dominance., London Penguin Books
Chossudovsky, Michael, 2007, America’s “War on Terrorism”,,
Thinker’s Library Batu Caves
Clare, Michael, 2005, Blood and Oil: How America’s Thirst for
Petrol is Killing Us,, London: Penguin Books
Cronin, Audrey Kurth, 2005, ‘Behind the Curve: Globalization
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and International Terrorism , in Speigel
Desker, Berry, August, pp. 489 2003, ‘The Jemaah Islamiah
(JI) Phenomenon in Singapore’,, Volume 21, Number 2, Ed.,
Contemporary Southeast Asia,
Dunkley, Graham, 2004, Free Trade: Myth, Reality and
Alternatives., London: Zed Books
Evans, Tony, 2000, Human Rights Horizons: The Persuit of
Justice in Globalizing World, New York: Routledge
Faely, Greg, 2003, ‘Islamic Radicalism in Indonesia: The
faltering Revival?,, Volume 21, Number 2 August Ed.,
Contemporary Southeast Asia
Florian, Alburo, 2001, ‘Competitiveness and Sustainable
Growth in ASEAN’, in Mya Than (ed), ASEAN Beyond the
Regional Crisis: Challenges and Initiative, , Singapore:
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies
Forsythe, david, 2000, Human Rights and Comparative
Foreign Policy,, Tokyo: United Nations University Press
Gelinas, Jacques, B. 2003, Globalization: Understanding
Predatory Globalization,, London: Zed Books
Gladstone, Jack, A. 1999, ‘Demography, domestic conflict,
and the International order’ in Paul & Hall (ed)
Gunaratna, Rohan 2002, Inside Al Qaeda: Global Network of
Terror, New Delhi: Roli Books
Hertsgaard, Mark,, The Eagle’s Shadow: Why America
Fascinates and Infuriates the World,, Crows Nest: Allen &
Unwin
Joseph Stiglitz, 2006, Making Globalization Work,, London:
Penguin Books
Kennedy Jr., Robert, F. 2005, Crimes against Nature: Standing
up to Bush and the Kyoto Killers who are Crashing in on Our
World, , London: Penguin Books
Kennedy, Paul, and Russett, Bruce 1996, ‘Reforming the
United Nations’, Foreign Affairs, September/October Ed., vol.
74, no. 5
Kolko, Gabriel, 2006, The Age of War: The United States
Cobfronts the World
Lau Yew Meng 1999, China and East Asian Security in the
Post-Cold War Era, Occasional Paper No.1 Ed., Kota
Kinabalu: Unversiti Malaysia Sabah
Lee Poh Ping, September 2001, ‘Globalization: How Should
Asia Respond?’ , SeptemberVolume 3, Number 1 Ed., Journal
of Diplomacy and Foreign Affairs
Liftin, Karen, T . 1999, ‘Environmental Security in the Coming
Century’, in Paul & Hall
Lukman Thaib 2004, ‘Kedinamikan Hubungan ASEAN-China:
Rujukan Khas ke Atas Malaysia’ dlm Obaidellah Mohamad
(ed), China: Isu dan Hubungan Luar, Kuala Lumpur: Institut
Pengajian China Universiti Malaya
Mason, Richard 2001, ‘Origins of the Cold War in Southeast
Asia: A Discussion of Recent Interpretative Frameworks’,
Jurnal Ilmu Kemanusiaan, vol 8. October Ed.
Mastanduno, Michael 1999, ‘A Realist View: The Images of the
Coming International Order’, in Paul & Hall
Medrano, Juan Diel 1999, ‘European Giant, Political Dwarf’, in
Paul & Hall
Mohd Nazri Ismail 2007, The Globalization Debate: A Case of
Barking up the Wrong Tree, Kuala Lumpur: University of
Malaya Press
Myanmar Institute of Strategic and International Studies 2004, 
Seminar on Understanding Myanmar,, Yangon: Myanmar ISIS
Nafeez Mosaddeq Ahmed 2002, September 11, 2001: The
Great Deception: How and Why America was Attacked, Batu
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Caves: Thinker’s Library
Owen, Nicholas 2003, Human Rights, Human Wrongs, The
Oxford Amnesty Lectures 2001., Oxford: Oxford University
Press
Pan, Lynn 1990, Sons of the Yellow Emperor: The Story of the
Overseas Chinese,, London: Mandarin
Paul, T.V. & Hall, John A. 2004, International Order and the
Future of World Politics., Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press
Qasim Ahmad 1999, Britain, Fanco Spain and the Cold War,
1945-1950,, Kuala Lumpur: A.S. Noordeen
Qasim Ahmad 2003, ‘Sanction Versus Constructive
Egnagement: Tackling the Myanmay Issue, Management and
Resolution of Inter-state Conflicts in Southeast Asia, Penang:
The Southeast Asian Conflict Studies Network, Malaysia &
Swedish International
Qasim Ahmad, 2004, Karya Sejarah: Pendekatan dan
Persoalan,, Kuala Lumpur: Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka
Ravenhill, John 1999, ‘APEC and the WTO: Which Way
Forward for Trade Liberalization?’, Contemporary Southeast
Asia , vol. 21, no. 2, August Ed.
Read, T.H. 2005, The United States of Europe: The New
Superpower and the end of American Supremacy., New York:
Penguin Books
Roberts, Adam. 2005, ‘From San Fancisco to Sarajevo: The
UN and the Use of Force, in Spiegel
Rusdi Omar, Mohammad Faisol Keling & Mohd. Dino Kairri
Sharifuddin 2005, ’Kebangkitan China: Keselamatan Rantau
Asia Pasifik’ , No. 42, October-December Ed., PEMIKIR
Sein Win 2001, ‘Human Rights Abuses and Violations in
Burma’ in Uwe Johanned & james Gomez (ed), Democratic
Transitions in Asia, Singapore:, Select Publishing and
Freidrich Naumann Foundation
Soderberg, Nancy 2005, The Superpower Myth: The Use and
Misuse of American Might, New Jersey: John Wiley & Sons
Spencer, Sarah 2003, The Politics of Migration: Managing
Opportunity, Conflict and Change, Oxford: Blackwell
Publishing
Spiegel, steven, L. 2005, Readings in World Politics: a New
Era, Belmont: Thomson Nelson
Steinberg, David, I. 1999, ‘Burma/Myanmar and Dilemmas of
U.S. Foreign Policy’ Contemporary Southeast Asia, t., vol. 21,
no. 2, Augus Ed.
Taylor, Robert H. 2001, Burma: Political Economy under
Military Rule, London: Hurst & Company
Taylor, Robert, H. 2004, ‘Myanmar: Roadmap to Where?’,
Volume 21, Number 2, August Ed., Contemporary Southeast
Asia
Valencia, Mark, J. 1991, Malaysia and the Law of The Sea: The
Foreign Policy Issues, the Options and their Implications,,
Kuala Lumpur: ISIS
W. Shawaluddin W. Hassan’ 2002, ‘The Spratlys Dispute and
the Major Powers, Bil. 7, December Ed., Jurnal jati
Wang Hailiang 2005, ‘China’s Peaceful Rise in Interaction with
ASEAN’ in Hou Kok Chung & Yeoh Kok-Kheng, (eds),
Malaysia, Southeast Asia and the Emerging China: Political,
economic and Cultural Perspectives, Kuala Lumpur: Institute
of Chinese Studies, University of Malaya
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Article/Paper List This Course does not have any article/paper resources
Other References This Course does not have any other resources
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