


ABSTRACT 

Book to film adaptation has been a trend in both local and international film markets nowadays. 

This act could lead to issues such as lack of originality in the film and only relying on original 

literature as an inspiration. The trend of producing a film adapted from books in Malaysia have 

been increasing from year to year. So, the purpose of conducting this research is to identify the 

rating of readers of novel and viewers of film Lagenda Budak Setan. The novel Lagenda Budak 

Setan written by Ahadiat Akashah was published in year 1985 while the film was released in 

2010, directed by Sharad Sharan. The data will be collected from four students in Universiti 

Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) and the author of the novel itself. The students will be divided 

into two categories; the readers and viewers of Lagenda Budak Setan respectively. The 

researchers want to find the out whether the original novel or the adapted film is rated higher 

by the readers and viewers. The researchers used the qualitative method in this research which 

in-depth interview is conducted involving the respondents. 
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CHAPTER 1 : INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND OF STUDY 

Our research that is 'Perfect romance storyline in novel versus film adaptation: A case 

study of Lagenda Budak Setan.' explore the never ending debate about the adaptation of novels 

to screen. According to (Phillippe Aurier,2013), from a producer's point of view, the desire to 

bring books to the movie theatre is easy to understand given that most box-office successes are 

movies based on books. An example is Ombak Rindu (2011 ), based on the novel Ombak Rindu. 

It is a love story about the journey of two people with different background status on 

maintaining their relationship due to the obstacles and challenges that they need to go through 

and finding their true happiness in relationship. RM 5.5 million approximately were collected 

within 7 days screening of the film. More recently, in October 2017, Tombiruo: Penunggu 

Rimba, directed by Nasir Jani and Seth Larney and was based on Ramli Awang Murshid's 

book Tombiruo: Penunggu Rimba, successfully collected RM 7 million within 18 days 

screemng. 

However, it is indeed that many literary masterpieces and books have been represented 

through films and these two different media have gained millions of fans throughout Malaysia. But 

. according to (Bao Bo, 2008), quite often people like to compare the novel with the films that tells 

the same story and many people are inclined to agree with the opinion that films could hardly defeat 

the novels in telling the same story. Probably, on one hand, this is mainly because of the fact that 

it is the novel that introduces the story to the readers first. Therefore, whatever the author writes in 

the story occupies the readers' mind and become the only correct way of telling a certain story. On 

the other hand, the paper develops that the differences between the novels and films by their own 

nature decide that these two forms of media will never create the same effects on presenting 

stories. 


