URBAN WATERFRONT LANDSCAPE : THE SOCIAL IMPACT ON URBAN
WATERFRONT LANDSCAPE

RESEARCH MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA
40450 SHAH ALAM, SELANGOR

MALAYSIA

BY :

SALINA MOHAMED AL
ABDUL HADI NAWAWI

FEBRUARY 2010



URBAN WATERFRONT LANDSCAPE : THE SOCIAL IMPACT ON URBAN
WATERFRONT LANDSCAPE

BY :

SALINA MOHAMED ALI
ABDUL HADI NAWAWI

FEBRUARY 2010



Urban Waterfront Landscape :
The Social Impact on Urban Waterfront Landscape

Acknowledgements

Al-mighty ALLAH, thank you for the determination, the courage, the patience and the strength of

Yours', that You have extended and lent to us.

First and foremost,

Our sincere appreciation goes to the administration of Faculty of Architecture Planning and
Surveying for providing us with the support. In particular upmost gratitude acknowledgement to
Associate Professor Dr. Wan Mohd Naim Wan Mohd (Dean of Faculty Architecture Planning and
Surveying) for his continuous encouragement and Dr. Hjh Hamimah Adnan (Coordinator for
Research Faculty Architecture Planning and Surveying). My heartiest thanks also goes to
Research Management Institute (RMI) for facilitating the grant application process, assistance

and Fundamental Research Grant Scheme (FRGS) for financial to complete the research.

We acknowledge the guidance and assistance to the public and the experts who participated in
this research, | will always cherish their cooperation and contributions. Last but not least, we
acknowledge the encouragement from all our colleagues at FSPU that they have sincerely

extended.

To everybody, thank you.



Urban Waterfront Landscape :
The Social Impact on Urban Waterfront Landscape

TABLE OF CONTENT

Page
Research Title i
Research Appointment letter ii
Research Report Submission iii
Letter
Research Members Register iv
Acknowledgements v
List of Contents vi
List of Tables ix
List of Figures Xii
Abstract Xiv
CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION
1.0 Introduction 1
1.1 The Scenario of Urban Waterfront Landscape in Malaysia 2
1.2 Background of the Research Area 3
1.2.1  Kuching Waterfront 3
1.2.2 River Taxi (Tambang) 6
1.2.3 Penang Waterfront 7
V3 Problem Statement 1"
14 Research Direction 12
1.4.1  Aim of the research 12
1.4.2 Objective of the research 12
1.5 Research Methodology 12
1.6 Field Research Process 13
1.7 Data Collection 14

vi



Urban Waterfront Landscape :
The Social Impact on Urban Waterfront Landscape

ABSTRACT

Urban waterfronts began as commerce centers. They survived on trade. Whether a city or town
was located on an inland river or an ocean port, its main focus was on the transportation of goods
via water. In the 18 th , 19 th and early 20 th centuries, as the industrial revolution began to take
shape and shipping and manufacturing began to become powerful sectors in economic growth,
waterfronts too moved forward. Urban waterfront redevelopment phenomena have been largely
ignored in the developing world until recently. In the last decade, developing countries have been
seeking to revive their historic port cities, in diverse contexts ranging from post-colonialism and

globalization to culture revival and tourism development.

In Malaysia, waterfront landscape is still new and can be identified as a park for leisure
entertainment. Waterfront in Malaysia has attracted attention from domestic and overseas
researchers only recently. Studies of urban waterfront cases in Malaysia and the introduction of

foreign experiences of successful urban waterfront redevelopment cases emerged in Malaysia in

the 1990s.

This research addressed the social impact of urban Waterfront Landscape in Kuching Sarawak
and Penang Waterfronts. While this type of research is well suited for assessing certain social
impacts on waterfront environments, such as water quality and design layout, it does not go very
far in explaining why people are attracted to these natural features in the first place. A more
holistic approach would create a working definition of the waterfront corridor which includes
human perceptions. Furthermore, if human motivations are ignored, there is little chance of
protecting natural resources such as waterfront. There is an urgent need to examine the

waterfront corridor through the eyes of urban residents.
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