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ABSTRACT

The study for underpass spaces is very significant especially in a
developing country like Malaysia. As a developing country, rapid urbanisation
occurs throughout the nation, resulting in a huge increase of road
infrastructure. Parallel to the rapid growth of road infrastructure, the
underpass spaces also increases. The underpass spaces are most likely
become a negative space, which is unfavourable for the users. Therefore,
this study is beneficial in order to utilize and give new life to the underpass
spaces, in accordance to the setting of the surrounding spaces. In order to
revitalize the underpass spaces, necessary actions need to be taken by
establishing attractive and functional open spaces for community gathering
and healthy recreational use. This can maximise the potential of the under-
utilized spaces and to further improve liveability in the city.
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REVITALIZING UNDERPASS SPACES AT PEKAN PORT KLANG, SELANGOR

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION TO TOPIC

1.1 Background Study

Urban infrastructure mainly consists of transportation systems. The
transportation infrastructure usually causes landscape fragmentation. It
affects many aspects of landscapes, including recreational, ecological,
aesthetical, and historical qualities. Due to the rapid development of
transportation infrastructure, empty and unused spaces would eventually
occur. The spaces under elevated highways may affect the city experience;
by causing unfavourable views, disengaging interaction between areas, and
act as barriers. It will induce social and economic problems and may
decrease the value of neighbouring properties (Mohamed Anuar, 2011).

As an example, the problem of underpass spaces can be seen at
Kuala Lumpur. Similar to other developing worlds, Kuala Lumpur has
encountered rapid development which results in a disjointed city and lacking
in spatial consistency in both visual and physical aspects. One of the affected
areas is the Maju Expressway (MEX), previously known as the Kuala
Lumpur- Putrajaya Expressway (KLPE). Parts of the highway cross dense
neighbourhoods, which leads to multiple interstitial spaces (Mohamed Anuar,
2011).

Therefore, in order to revitalize the underpass spaces, necessary
actions need to be taken by establishing attractive and functional open
spaces for community gathering and healthy recreational use. This can
maximise the potential of the under-utilized spaces and to further improve
liveability in the city.



