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ABSTRACT 

 

 

The office is a building, area or space used by a work organization where this space is 

used to perform administrative work to achieve the objectives of an organization. 

However, on 11 March 2020 World Health Organization had announced Coronavirus 

disease 2019 (COVID-19) that has been spread to many countries as a pandemic. In 

Malaysia, the government has decided to implement ‘Restriction of Movement Order’ 

to overcome the spreading the COVID-19. During MCO, it starts a new working 

environment which they had to work from home. In this situation, this give impact to 

office building which is not being use for long period of time it may lead to fungal 

growth. There are several factors that contribute the fungal growth in the building which 

are water leakage or moisture, poor air circulation and poor maintenance. This research 

aim is to identify the causes of fungal growth and impact to the UiTM Seri Iskandar, 

Perak office building. Besides that, there are three objectives for this research to be held 

which are to identify the factors, contribute fungal growth, to identify the symptoms of 

fungal growth at the office building and to identify the element in office space and 

causes that affected by the fungal growth. To achieve the objective of this study. This 

study conducted using Questionnaire survey with target of the respondents consists of 

the whole staff of UiTM Seri Iskandar, Perak and Lecturers. There is also the literature 

review, which assists in getting a comprehensive knowledge of the study. This research 

will offer specifics of findings linked to the research study at the conclusion of the 

chapter, as well as recommendations for future research on fungal growth in the 

workplace. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

1.1 STUDY BACKGROUND   

 

The office is a building, area or space used by a work organization where this 

space is used to perform administrative work to achieve the objectives of an 

organization. To achieves the objective, need s good and productive employees. It is 

important to have office building or space that full fill the criteria to archiving the high 

human comfort for space. However, on 11 March 2020 World Health Organization had 

announced Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) that has been spread to many 

countries as a pandemic. 

 In Malaysia, the government has decided to implement ‘Restriction of 

Movement Order’ to overcome the spreading the COVID-19. All the business, 

government and private premises need to be closed during the movement control order 

(MCO) except essential services and outlet that selling daily essentials can be opened. 

During MCO, it starts a new working environment which they had to work from home. 

In this situation, this give impact to office building which is not being use for long 

period of time. When the office building not being use in long period of time, it may 

lead to fungal growth in the building due to poor air circulation in the building.  

The fungal growth easily on wet or moist material.  The fungal producing tiny 

spores as it grows and the tiny spores float to through and widespread to the 

environment and will flow too indoor. The sources of fungi in the floor and surface 

dusts of buildings include accumulation of organisms that derive from outdoor air, 

micro biota from humans, pets and rodents, material growth and soil detection 

(Dannemiller et al., 2016) It can be noticed everywhere, indoors, and outdoors. The 

present of water, nutrients, sufficient temperature, and oxygen are the requirements for 

fungal growth. Water supply is usually a limiting factor for growth indoors as nutrients 

to support fungal growth in the building (Dannemiller et al., 2016)  
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