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SYNOPSIS 

The planning of· roads· for their construction or improvement is 

rightly regarded as one of the rnost eff�ctive ways of promoting 

economic development of ·a country. 

This thesis is an attempt to trace road development in Peninsular 

Malaysia from its beginning in the 1800s to the present day. This 

thesis also discusses the organisational structurE3 of road 

administration, road construction methods and the .finances 

involved in constructing roads before and after independence. 
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1.0 

1.1 

Highway Development in Peninsular Malaysia 

Introduction 

Roads can be considered as much a cause as a 

consequence of civilization; they both precede and follow 

it. History testifies that the provision of roadways is 

necessary to draw a country out of a state of underdevelop

ment but that civilization is not attained until communica-

tion between neighbours is made easy so that local 

differences which breed narrowmindedness are minimized. As 

civilization advances and prosperity increases there is 

inevitable demand for better and speedier communication 

facilities especially for the roads. Indeed it can truly be 

said that the prosperity of a nation is bound up with the 

state of its roads and that the roads act as a nation's 

pride. 

Development of Roads in Peninsular Malaysia 

The development of road transport in Peninsular 

Malaysia or known more precisely then as the Malay States 

really has its nucleus during the reign of Malay Sultanate 

in Malacca in 14th centuries, where at that time Malacca 

was the centre of trade for the Arabs, Chinese, Indians and 
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uropean traders. 
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