
 

A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF SPATIAL 
INTEGRATION BETWEEN THREE MALAY 

TRADITIONAL HOUSES 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NURUL WAHIDAH BINTI 

ZAINUDDIN 2019142631 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE (Hons.) ARCHITECTURE 

DEPARTMENT OF BUILT ENVIRONMENT AND 

TECHNOLOGIES FACULTY OF ARCHITECTURE, 

PLANNING AND SURVEYING UNIVERSITY 

TECHNOLOGY MARA PERAK BRANCH 

 

 
OCTOBER 2021 – FEBRUARY 2022 



ii  

DECLARATION 

 

 

I hereby declare that this research paper and the research to which it refers are the 

product of my own work and that any ideas or quotations from the work of other 

people, published or otherwise are fully acknowledged in accordance with the 

standard academic practices. 

 
 

Name : NURUL WAHIDAH BINTI ZAINUDDIN 

UiTM No. : 2019142631 

This research had been checked by: 

Supervisor : DR. AZHAN ABDUL AZIZ 

Course Coordinator : DR. AZHAN ABDUL AZIZ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature of Supervisor Date 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Signature of Course Coordinator Date 



iii  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 
In the name of Allah, the most Gracious, the most Merciful. 

 
 

 
All the praises and thanks be to Allah the Almighty for his blessing 

and kindness towards me by providing the appropriate time to finish 

this dissertation of AAR635 and lending me His strength and wisdom to 

ease the process despite the challenges to completing the given task. 

 

 
First and foremost, I would like to sincerely express my gratitude to 

my supervisor that is also serve as the thesis coordinator, Dr Azhan 

Abdul Aziz for his patience, understanding, motivations, the relentless 

support with his immense knowledge for this research study throughout 

the semester in ensuring that I could complete the task immaculately. 

 

 
The one that I will never forget that I will always cherish to the end 

of time, my beloved parents for the endless love and support regardless 

the condition. By being there for me in all the time especially the hard 

time really moves me to strive harder and keep moving on. 

 

 
Not forgetting all the participant in my research, a big thanks for the 

great responds given and cooperation that helps me to collect sufficient 

data during my visits to all the studied mosque within Kota Bharu. 

 

 
Finally, thank you so much to all my friends for the suggestion, 

moral support, prayers, and ideas in making this research a success. I 

really appreciate their compassion. 



iv  

TABLE OF CONTENTS Page 

 

 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS iii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS vii 

LIST OF FIGURES ix 

LIST OF TABLES xi 

ABSTRACT xii 
 
 
 

 
1.0 CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 

 
 

1.1 Research Background 1 

1.2 Problem Statement 2 

1.3 Purpose of Study 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.0 CHAPTER 2: LITERATURE REVIEW 
 

2.1 Introduction 4 

2.2 Traditional Malay House 5 

2.3 Plan Layout 6 



xi  

ABSTRACT 

 

 
A comfortable home is one that can meet all of a person's needs. Regardless 

of that, the major problem in most houses around the country is that house users, 

their necessities, and the surroundings change rapidly over time. As for the 

traditional houses, it is much easier to change the house layout due to the 

architectural technology of traditional Malay architecture, which uses flexibility in its 

construction methods. Therefore, this study aims to deepen the understanding of the 

spatial configuration that could be found in our traditional houses. As for that, 

"Space Syntax theory" is used in this paper to analyse the relationship between 

spaces in a few types of traditional houses that have differences in terms of the 

number of rooms in the house and the arrangement of the house plan in states around 

North Malaysia. According to the findings of this study, nested space, multiple 

entrances for each space, selective connectivity, and integration could enable the 

houses to create a wide range of spatial configurations. The adaptability of the Malay 

traditional houses is enabled by their flexible spatial configuration. 

 

 

Keywords: Traditional Malay houses, Spatial Configuration, Space Syntax, 
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