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ANNOTATIONS GIVE MEANINGFUL LEARNING EXPERIENCE
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When possible, we write our annotations on pages as we read. Annotations allow us to
underline, jot simple notes, and post or stick notes on the pages. We annotate while reading or
after reading. In lectures, educators encourage their students to annotate to activate their learning
and to enhance knowledge transfer. Annotations have been proven to be a tool to foster better
cognitive development and enhances student learning engagement (Tseng, 2021). Annotations
can also be seen as a way for students or lecturers to talk to their own work. Annotations reveal
our thinking and personal responses rather than the views of others. It helps to explain relevance
and our own connections to the subjects.

Annotations can be done by hand or by using software (Writers' Center Eastern Washington
University, 2021). Traditionally, physical marking or highlighting text or writing in the text margin is
done. At its best, annotation encourages active engagement, promotes critical thinking and
endorses stronger retention of concepts (Pearson, 2021).

Besides using text to annotate, images can also enhance our annotations. lllustrated
annotations (see Figure 1) represent concepts and elements that we see in a literature, for
example. In teaching and learning, illustrated annotations help students to synthesize information
and activate their creativity. It makes annotating less boring. The illustrated annotation process
promotes engagement between students and educators. On top of that, students gets to express
their artistic talent and creativity. Annotating using illustrations instead of just texts, provides a
more hands-on experience with personal touch.

lllustrated annotation

PABLO RUIZ

Pablo Ruiz Picasso was @ton
printmaker, ceramicist and theatre designer who

spent most of his adult life-in France. Regarded as

one of the most influential artists of t h
century, :he is known for co-founding the: Cubi
movement, the invention of constructed sculpture,

the co-invention of collage, and for the wide variety
of styles ‘that he helped develop and explore.
Among his most famous works are the proto-Cubist
Les Demoiselles :d'Avignon (1907), and Guernica
(1937), a dramatic portrayal of the bombing of
Guernica by German and ltalian air forces durmg.|
the Spanish Civil War.

Figure 1: Example of illustrated annotation.
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Technology advancement has further enhanced our annotation activity. Screen annotation
software is introduced to allow us to annotate on our computer screen and save the result. This
software is very useful especially during presentations where we can make annotations on the
screen while presenting.

ENSA (The Animated Screen Annotation Application) takes screen annotation to another
level. It allows us to annotate or draw freely over another application on a computer screen and
enhances the annotation process by animating selected areas of choice (see Figure 2). ENSA
also allows overlays of annotations (see Figure 2). ENSA is an innovation developed by En. Syafiq
Abd Samat with his fellow researchers. ENSA is highly used in the teams’ lectures especially to
demonstrate drawings or graphical processes. The annotations used are intended as visual aids
during lectures. This interactive lecturing has improved student’s understanding and participation.

Figure 2: Example of ENSA annotation. Animations on selected areas on a computer screen.

It is important to highlight that any type of annotation used being it text, illustrated or
animated, students and educators can benefit from the annotation process. Annotation give
meaningful learning experience as the process enriches learning experience: summarize text,
highlight important information, and ultimately prepare learners and educators for discussions.
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