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ABSTRACT

The use of drama techniques especially Readers Theater to motivate the
learners reading interest and for enhancing reading and comprehension skills is
seldom practised in elementary ESL classroom in the rural districts.

This study attempts to determine the effectiveness of Readers Theater technique
in enhancing comprehension skills as compared to the conventional Silent
Reading and Read-Aloud strategies. It is done by conducting a comparative
study on a group of twenty five Level Four elementary pupils of SK Sira
Krian.Kuching.

Six sets of comprehension test were administered. Three sets were used to
compare the effectiveness of Readers Theater technique with that of Silent
Reading technique.. Each of the three sets of test is made up of two test papers.
Silent Reading based comprehension lest and Readers Theater based
comprehension test.

The other three sets were used to compare the effectiveness of Readers Theater
technique with that of Read-Aloud technique. Each set is made up of two test
papers: Readers Theater based comprehension lest and Read-Aloud based
comprehension tests.

The analysis of the study shows that the Readers Theater technique is very
effective for motivation, enhancement of the reading skills and the development
of language fluency among the elementary ESL learners.

Silent Reading and Read-Aloud techniques are not as effective compare to
Readers Theater technique.
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

11: Introduction

Language learning in primary schools in the rural areas is often not

enjoyable on the part of the learners and very challenging on the part of
the teachers. Most pupils do not see the importance of learning English in
the classroom. Thus they are not motivated to learn the language
seriously. The type of learning climate in rural school often forces
committed teachers fo engage in various motivational techniques to
cultivate the pupils’ learning interest. Very often, teachers are in dilemma
as to which techniques are really suitable in his/ her classroom.
Sustained Silent Reading or SSR Program and the Read Aloud Program
are popular among teachers in the rurai schools. Classroom drama or the
use of any drama fechniques to assist language leamning in the
classrooms in rural schools is not popular. This is because most primary
school teachers have not realized its importance especially in enhancing
language learning.

Readers Theater is a form of drama techniques where rehearsing
and performing of a dialogue-rich script derived from a book is done
before an audience. |t is popular among university students and among
secondary school students but in most primary schools, especially those
in the rural sub district of Padawan, the term “Readers Theater” is totalily
foreign to them. To most people, the young or the old, something new is

always perceived as something good. Thus Readers Theater being




CHAPTER 2: REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

2.1 Reading Difficulties In Elementary ESL Classroom.

Reading is one of the most important skills to be imparted and
learned by any school children. Children who failed to acquire the
appropriate skills of reading relative to their specific age would face
difficulties in acquiring other skills such as writing and speaking.

Reading is a receptive language process. It starts with a linguistic
surface representation encoded by a writer and ends with meaning that
the reader consfructs. Thus, there is essential interaction between
language and thought in reading. Proficient readers are both efficient and
effective. They are effective in constructing a meaning that can assimilate
or accommodate and which can bear some level of agreement with the
original meaning of the author. Readers are efficient in using the least
amount of effort to achieve effectiveness. To accomplish this efficiency,
readers maintain constant focus on constructing the meaning throughout
the process, always seeking the most direct path to meaning, always
using strategies for reducing uncertainties and always being selective
about the use of cues available and drawing deeply on prior conceptual
and linguistic competence.

Common reading difficulties in early ESL classroom include:
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