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1.0  INTRODUCTION 

 Biro Bantuan Guaman was established in September 1970. The main objective is to give legal 

advice and assistance on legal issues faced by the poor. The established of Biro Bantuan Guaman 

have been proposed since 1954. However the first positive step has been taken by the Government 

only in 1960. This is the result of a letter written by "Orthopedics Almoner" located in the Kuala 

Lumpur General Hospital calling for free legal advice given to patients who have "residual disabilities" 

serious compensation may be granted if they are represented in terms of the law. 

Meanwhile, a number of women's organizations also urged the Government to take action to 

help women and their children in a claim for maintenance against her husband and guardian of the 

child. 

 At the time, advice and legal aid is limited to: 

a. Government employees in legal proceedings relating to official duties (through 

regulations the Public Officers (Conduct and Discipline) (General Orders Chapter "D") 

1969). 

b. Poor people in "forma pauperis" (by the Supreme Court Rules 1957). 

c. The person accused of a criminal offense involving the death penalty (through the 

Criminal Procedure Code). 

 In October 1969, the matter was referred to the Attorney General and his support of the 

proposition. Later the matter was referred to the Ministry of Justice who then sought the advice of 

the Council also supports the proposed scheme. 

At its inception, the Bureau was placed under the Department of the Attorney General and 

with the establishment of the Ministry of Law in 1985; the Bureau was placed under the Ministry 

until May 1995. Now, the Bureau placed under the Legal Affairs Division, Prime Minister's 

Department 

Beginning January 16, 2010, LAC name was changed to the Attorney General Chamber. 
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