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ABSTRACT 

The paedophilia issue has received a global highlight from various countries around the 

world including Malaysia. As Malaysia experienced the paedophilia issue in 2014, 

through the discovery of Richard Huckle’s case, who sexually abused Malaysian 

children, further exploration regarding this issue is required. Notably, there is no 

specific research being undertaken to explore parenting practices and parenting styles 

in influencing attitudes of parents in upholding child protection and privacy in Malaysia. 

While previous research around the world explored the paedophilia issue through 

psychiatric, medical and psychological perspectives, this doctoral study aims at 

exploring this issue through the sociological lens. With the main argument that parents 

are the closest people to children and have the biggest obligations and responsibilities 

to uphold their children’s protection and privacy, this study aims at exploring parenting 

practices and parenting styles of Malaysian parents in upholding child protection and 

privacy to prevent the paedophilia issue. In answering three research objectives, a multi-

methods approach (a combination of content analysis and explanatory mixed-method 

approach [quantitative and qualitative]) is adopted. A total number of 900 parents, 12 

key parents and 2 key persons representing the relevant agencies participated in this 

study (to validate, complement and support the findings). In answering the research 

objective one, the findings from content analysis involving three selected countries, 

which are Malaysia, Singapore and the United Kingdom, revealed that the paedophilia 

issue received less attention in the Malaysian legislation as compared to the United 

Kingdom. However, a part of paedophilia—child pornography, child grooming and 

sexual assault involving children—are covered under the policies and acts. Further, 

through analysis of the policies and acts from Singapore, it revealed similar trends as 

Malaysia. In terms of research objective two, statistical analysis informed that only one 

parenting practice which is ‘parental goals, values and aspirations’ has the significant 

influence on ‘child protection and privacy’ to prevent the paedophilia issue in Malaysia 

(p<0.05, p=0.000, β=0.421). By exploring further through interviews undertaken with 

12 key parents, this study finds that the majority of parents associated their goals, values 

and aspirations as protection, safety and security. However, due to lack of awareness 

and knowledge regarding the paedophilia issue, actions and monitoring efforts in 

protecting their children from paedophiles are still lacking. On the other hand, the three 

parenting styles which are authoritative (p<0.05, p=0.000, β=0.137), authoritarian 

(p<0.05, p=0.008, β=0.076) and permissive (p<0.05, p=0.000, β=0.105), pose 

significant influences on the child protection and privacy to prevent paedophilia in 

Malaysia. The qualitative findings pertaining the parenting styles depict the emerging 

style of parents which can be coined as ‘liquid parenting’. Lastly, the moderation 

analysis revealed that socio-demographic pattern (gender) has no moderation effect on 

relationship between ‘parenting practices and styles’ and ‘child protection and privacy’. 

However, the socio-cultural pattern has the moderation effect towards the relationship 

between ‘parenting practices and styles’ and ‘the child protection and privacy’ to 

prevent paedophilia in Malaysia. Based on the findings, this study argues that Malaysia 

requires intensive efforts and initiatives in addressing the paedophilia issue, especially 

in terms of legislation. This study further agues, the parenting style of parents needs to 

be liquid and flexible in today’s challenging world which later can be translated into 

effective parenting practices through embracing the diversity of culture in Malaysia. 

 



v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Allah is great! I was really peaceful to have conversations with You through my prayers 

and du’a.  

To my lovely parents, Abd Hamid Bin Mat Zain and Che Robiah Binti Awang, I really 

love both of you. I am really lucky to have you in my life and honestly, no one can 

replace both of you in my heart. Dear Abah (father) and Mama (mother), Allah has 

heard your endless du’a towards me and granted us this wonderful gift.  

In my PhD journey, I really owe a lot to a very humble, yet spectacular supervisor that 

I have ever met. Dear Assoc. Prof. Dr. Yarina Ahmad (Main Supervisor), even the most 

powerful words of thank you also cannot repay all efforts given by you in supervising 

me during my PhD journey. Your determination, support, encouragement, inspiration 

and the most importantly is trust, has driven me to this success. You never underestimate 

people and always believe that everyone could succeed in life, if they work hard. I am 

also inspired with your examples of kindness, helpfulness, being visionary as well as 

has a crazy-ideas-mind which later turned out to be incredible ones. From the bottom 

of my heart, thank you so very much for being my magnificent supervisor.  

My PhD journey has also been blessed by prayers and du’a from another extremely 

wonderful supervisor, Dr. Nor Suziwana Hj. Tahir (Associate Supervisor I). Dear Dr., 

thank you for always remembering me in your tahajjud. You always believe in me and 

have no doubt in whatever I endeavour in. You always wipe my tears and hold my hand 

to bring me up again. Your motherly spirit means the world to me and sincerely until 

now, I really am inspired by your generosity in helping students to pursue our dreams 

in life. My study journey has been full of support and effort, given from another great 

supervisor. Dear Dr. Manique Cooray (Associate Supervisor II), thank you so very 

much for every single effort that you have given to me. Your expertise in criminology 

field, especially crimes involving children, is remarkable.  

In this life, I would be lonely without having good family and friends: Fazwan, Erma, 

Fazliana, Anuar, Firdaus, Khalida, Fikri, Azim, Tasneem, Sumayyah, new baby, Aunt 

Kalsom, Zuraidah, Siti Zulaikha, Masitah, Amalina, Syarmin, Ana, Waheeda, Haziq, 

Azlyn, Aine and all my friends. I would like to express utmost gratitude also to my little 

gifts from Allah for always being with me: Muezza Marwa, Rezqie Marwa, Nur Marwa 

as well as Tam Marwa and her children.  

I also want to express my gratitude to the Faculty of Administrative Science & Policy 

Studies, especially Dr. Azizan Zainuddin. Thank you very much to FSPPP-Graduate 

Researchers in Print (GRiP) for all the assistances in academic writing. Also, special 

thanks to Dr. Posiah Mohd Isa for the strong support during her previous Deanship. 

Additionally, special thank you to the Public Service Department Malaysia for 

sponsoring my study and thank you to Ministry of Education for the opportunity to be 

a Graduate Research Assistant to research grants obtained by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Yarina 

Ahmad. Most importantly, thank you to all who participated in the research (parents, 

key parents and key persons from agencies). Last but not least, thank you very much to 

all who have been directly and indirectly involved in my PhD journey. 



vi 

 

TABLE OF CONTENT 
 

 

CONFIRMATION BY PANEL OF EXAMINERS ii 

AUTHOR’S DECLARATION                iii 

ABSTRACT                   iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT                 vi 

TABLE OF CONTENTS                vii 

 

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Background of the Study ....................................................................................... 1 

1.2 Problem Statement ................................................................................................. 2 

1.3 Research Proposition ............................................................................................. 7 

1.4 Research Questions ................................................................................................ 7 

1.5 Research Objectives ............................................................................................... 8 

1.6 Scope of Study ....................................................................................................... 8 

1.7 Significance of Study ........................................................................................... 11 

1.8 Definitions of Terms ............................................................................................ 14 

1.8.1 Paedophilia ............................................................................................ 14 

1.8.2 Paedophile ............................................................................................. 15 

1.8.3 Parents ................................................................................................... 15 

1.8.4 Children ................................................................................................. 16 

1.8.5 Child Protection and Privacy ................................................................. 16 

1.8.6 Parenting practices ................................................................................. 17 

1.8.7 Parenting styles ...................................................................................... 17 

1.8.8 Child grooming ...................................................................................... 18 

1.9 Thesis Structure ................................................................................................... 18 

 

CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW  

2.1 Introduction .......................................................................................................... 21 

2.2 Definition of Paedophilia ..................................................................................... 21 

Page

LIST OF TABLE
LIST OF FIGURES ''

''


