UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA

PERCEIVED BENEFITS, LEVEL &
SUPPORT FOR COMMUNITY
PARTICIPATION IN MARINE

PROTECTED AREA MANAGEMENT

IN PULAU PERHENTIAN MARINE

PARK, TERENGGANU, MALAYSIA

PUTERI SHAHIRAH BT MEGAT
JAMUAL FAWAEED

MSc

May 2021



AUTHOR’S DECLARATION

I declare that the work i this thesis was carried out in accordance with the regulations
of Universiti Teknologi MARA. It is orignal and is the results of my own work,
unless otherwise indicated or acknowledged as referenced work. This thesis has not
been submitted to any other academic institution or non-academic institution for any

degree or qualification.

I, hereby, acknowledge that I have been supplied with the Academic Rules and
Regulations for Post Graduate, Universiti Teknologi MARA, regulating the conduct of
my study and research.

Name of Student :  Puteri Shahirah Bt Megat Jamual Fawaeed

Student I.D. No. : 2016758879

Programme . Master of Science (Built Environment) — AP781
Faculty : Architecture, Planning and Surveying

Thesis Title : Perceived Benefits, Level and Support for Community

Participation in Marine Protected Area Management in

Pulau Perhentian Marine Park, Terengganu, Malaysia

Signature of Student ettt

Date : May 2021



ABSTRACT

Marine Protected Area (MPA) has been designated as a tool for biodiversity
conservation that amends either the kind of benefits or ecosystem services provided by
the marine environment are being distributed among different groups of community.
Local community is the group or individual who will get either direct or indirect
benefits from the marine ecosystem. Indeed, it is important for local community to
have awareness towards the values of biodiversity and the action they can take to
participate in conserving and managing the marine ecosystem. This can lead to the
sustainable use of the marine resources as stated in the National Policy on Biological
Diversity 2016-2025 and achieve the Aichi Target and. In addition, this research will
contribute towards achieving one of the main goals of SDGs (SDG 14). Where the
goal 14 is seeks to promote the conservation and sustainable use of marine and coastal
ecosystems, while prevent marine pollution and increase the economic. This study
attempted to mvestigate local community perception on benefit, level and support of
community participation in Pulau Perhentian Marine Park (PPMP), Terengganu as
well as to develop a new framework of community participaton in MPA
management. A survey approach with face-to-face mterview using structured
questionnaire had been conducted to a total of 342 respondents consist of local
community of PPMP. The questionnaire had been design to discover the different
opinion of local community towards the benefits of community participation, current
level of local community participation in PPMP and support for community
participation in PPMP. Align with the objective of developing a new framework, this
study used the Partial Least Square (PLS-SEM) analysis technique in order to test the
development of model. The factors explored were from the benefits received i the
aspect of (1) economy, (2) social, (3) attitudinal, and (4) legal/institution. The result
shows that all of the four benefits have their own strength and can be the parameter to
guide how local community want to express their perception in order to valuing the
MPA. Then, for level of community participation and support of community
participation, the same variable from the participation theory was used to measure the
construct. The findings indicate that the different between current level of community
participation with their acceptance and willingness to participate in MPA management
as support for conservation of marine biodiversity. These benefits are vital factors that
influence local community’s values on MPA as well as to ensure their awareness on
the importance of community participation in MPA management. Hence, the
management of MPA in Pulau Perhentian will be more effective and efficient with the
involvement of local community as a part of conservation of marine protected area.
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