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ABSTRACT 

Malaysia is a unique country with multi-racial society and rich with multi-
layered of heritage buildings which have significance on the building design, 
architectural qualities, craftsmanship and others. In the construction industry, 
building defects is a common issue related with every type of building. The 
problem of defects need attention to make sure the sustainability of the buildings 
is long lasting and Defects Assessment Form have been developed for ordinary 
building but not for heritage building. This research is conducted to develop and 
validate the defects assessment form for the inspection of defects in heritage 
buildings in Malaysia. The first objective of this research is to identify the types 
of defects occur in heritage building. The second objective is to explore the 
current assessment technique by conservator in accessing defects for heritage 
building in Malaysia. Both objectives has been conducted through the literature 
review from the dilapidation reports, journals that related with the defects 
problem, conservation works, inspection works and government policy such as 
Public Work Department (PWD) and National Heritage Department (NHD). 
The defects were identified based on eight structure elements in heritage 
building which are column, floor, roof, staircase, wall, window, door and ceiling 
by using Atlas Ti software. Dilapidation report is the current assessment method 
used by conservator in accessing defects for heritage building in Malaysia. The 
third research objective is develop and validate the defect assessment form for 
heritage buildings in Malaysia. The form were created and validated by five 
experts in Heritage Buildings. The form created is valid to be use and may give 
benefits especially to the conservators, architects, engineer, builders, surveyors, 
contractors for inspection activities and by all those who concerned with the care 
of heritage buildings. to conduct the 
research (tool testing) using the proposed defect assessment form on the heritage 
building and develop the assessment form of heritage building with ratings to 
classified the defect problem.  
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