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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1  Ecotourism 

Tourism is a sector made up of many subcategories, such as nature tourism, agro-

tourism, anthro-tourism, safari tourism, academic tourism, wilderness tourism and more (Leung, 

2015). Community-based ecotourism is one faction of tourism that challenges many aspects of 

the mainstream, mass tourism. 

Despite its roots in the early 1980’s, a definition for ecotourism agreed upon by all has 

yet to be found, although there are some frequently used in ecotourism literature. Two 

frequently cited definitions are put forward by the International Ecotourism Society and the 

Quebec Declaration of Ecotourism. The International Ecotourism Society defines ecotourism as 

“responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment and improves the well-being 

of local people” (Fletcher, 2015). 

The definition of ecotourism stems from the division of ecotourism into two categories: 

hard and soft ecotourism. Hard ecotourism is categorized as more active and catering to small 

groups with few services and comforts provided (Singh, Slotkin and Vamosi, 2007). It caters to 

visitors with a solid knowledge of conservation looking for longer stays and seeking more 

specialized trips and activities (Eagles, McCool and Haynes, 2002; Singh, Slotkin and Vamosi, 

2007). Hard ecotourism is typically associated with areas not easily accessed through 

conventional tourism, such as coastal reefs and mountainous regions (Duffy, 2002). Soft 

ecotourism, on the other hand, promotes more convenience and comfort for the tourists who 

prefer shorter stays and more outside services to ensure their comfort (Singh, Slotkin and 

Vamosi, 2007). 
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Ecotourism can be further categorized through community-based ecotourism (CBET). 

CBET is an ecotourism subtype that places an additional emphasis on the local communities’ 

involvement in all aspects of an ecotourism project (World Wildlife Fund International 2001; 

Pêgas, 2013). The difference between ecotourism and CBET stems from CBET’s requirement 

that local communities be involved in every aspect of the ecotourism project instead of being 

involved passively. The active involvement of local communities’ means they are involved from 

the initial conception of the ecotourism initiative to its execution, whether in partnership with 

outside organizations and governments or as an ecotourism project owned and operated by 

local community members (Kiss, 2004).  

“Community-based” can seem like an unnecessary phrase, as ecotourism calls for the 

involvement of local communities (Beeton, 2006). Yet it is important to recognize the difference 

between ecotourism that truly involves the active involvement of communities through 

community management or co-management in contrast to involvement that is purely through 

community member employment in ecotourism businesses developed and managed by non-

community members. 

Ecotourism is one of the boosting and promising tourism segmentation in the world 

today. There are many countries of the world build up their economic by using this types’ 

tourism (Bhuiyan, 2011). Ecotourism has emerged under the rubric of sustainable tourism as 

one solution to help protect the ecological and cultural resources of tourism sites, provide local 

economic opportunity and give travelers greater environmental awareness. Ecotourism can 

incorporate elements of nature-based, adventure, alternative or green tourism (Fallon and 

Kriwoken, 2003). The core precepts of ecotourism are conservation of natural and cultural 

heritage empowerment and provision of financial benefits for local communities, minimal 

environmental impact, environmental and cultural education and respect for tourists (Ah-Choy, 

2010). 
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