
DESIGN DECODED 2021 : ART EXHIBITION 



Strategic 

Partners: 

DESIGN DECODED 2021 : ART EXHIBITION 

Lembaga Muzium 

Negeri Kedah 

M 
J)W�Jil?�I 

I 

Cawangan Kedah 
UN!VERSITI Kampus Suugai Petam 

:.,...._" 
TEKNOLOG! 

- MARA 

Suan Sunandha Rajabhat Far Eastern University 

University, Thailand Phillipines 

�<.(��?:!>>,.
,_ 

#.,•'' .A. '-.• � 
�- <� 

I ' 

i·�·q"•�''1, 

Hanseo University 

Korea 

L...+-h-J I J J i iii II u L...+-1.S 
HIGHER COLLEGES OF TECHNOLOGY 

United Arab Emirates 



DfSIGN DfCODfD 2021 · ART fXHIBITION 

Copyright ©2021 

by the Faculty of Art and Design, 

Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM) Kedah Branch 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, copied, stored 

in any retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, 

mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission 

from the Rector, Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM) Kedah Branch, 08400 

Merbok, Kedah, Malaysia. 

The views, opinions and technical recommendations expressed by the contribu

tors are entirely their own and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors, 

the Faculty or the University. 

Cover Design : Neesa Ameera Mohamed Salim 

Layout Design: Neesa Ameera Mohamed Salim 

Syahrini Shawalludin 

: Abdullah Kula Ismail 

Chief Editors : Neesa Ameera Mohamed Salim 

Faryna Mohd Khalis 

ISBN 978-967-2948-13-1

Editors: Ts. Normarziana Hassan 

Juaini Jamalludin 

Syahrini Shawalludin 

Siti Fairuz ibrahim 

Abdullah Kula Ismail 

Printed by 

Sinaran Bros. Sdn Bhd (No. 3968-X) 

Percetakan-Offset-Digital-Penjil id 

5-3-18, The Promenade,

Permaisuri Mahsuri,

11950, Bayan Baru,

Pulau Pinang, Malaysia

sinaranbros.digital@gmail.com



Abu Hanifa
Rabung Table

Rabung is the ridge of houses’ roof tops. It is also known as the highest point on a 
roof. In Malay traditional houses’ roof constructions, it plays an important role as a 
split point of rain, to avoid leaks and also to reduce impact from heavy rain pour. 
The ridge of the traditional house is supported by a kekuda or truss, a triangle d
esign of structure under the roofs’ ridges, which support the weight of the roofs 
and hold the ridge in place. At the peak of the triangle is where the rabung or 
ridge is placed. 

Perahu, a Malay traditional boat, also uses this concept of rabung and kekuda. 
Although it uses an inverted version where the peak of the triangle structures 
faces the bottom of the hulls. In Malay traditional boat design, the hulls of boats 
are supported by the long curved wood known as keel or tulang perahu. This part 
plays an important role as the backbone of the boat structure and holds the hull 
or dinding perahu. At the front end of the keel, there is an extended wood known 
as kepala perahu. The kepala perahu acts as the direction point, while navigating 
the boat forward. Tulang perahu and kepala perahu helps the boat to split the 
water flow to the side, reduce impact from incoming waves and keep the boat in 
its path.

These characters of wood craftsmanship; rabung, kekuda, perahu, kepala perahu 
have influenced the designer to produce ideas for a conceptual table; the Rabung 
Table. The design mainly focuses on the influence from the craftsmanship of 
woodworking in traditional Malay houses and boats. Starting with the kekuda, 
which can be seen on the legs design and bottom structure of the table. The 
Kepala perahu inspired the design of the table top support. Additionally, the 
shape and arrangement of the wood planks on the table top represents the 
perahu shape and character. The designer has chosen a 1:7 scale model to represent 
the actual shape of the table. The designer started with a rough sketch which was 
then refined digitally. Then using the wood sticks as a main construction material 
to represent the wood planks. In this design, the designer intends to capture the 
distinctive looks of Malay traditional craftsmanship in woodworkingthat has faded 
into the modernism of nowadays material and technology. However, the shape and 
structural techniques of traditional house roofs concept are still relevant until today. 

ABU HANIFA AB. HAMID
Rabung Table

Wood stick
6 x 4 x 8 inches (L x W x H)
hanifa762@uitm.edu.my
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