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ABSTARCT

This study was conducted to determine the UiTM Sabah students’
attitudes toward disabled people and the association between demographic
variable (gender, years or semester of study, contact experience towards
disabled people, years of contact experience towards disabled people and
hometown) and attitudes toward disabled people. The sample of 100
respondents from students of UiTM Sabah that involved bachelor degree in all
programs in answer the questionnaires used the stratified sampling. The results
of this study identified that positive attitudes toward disabled people are exist.
Apart from that, the findings also show that only gender have a significant
correlation on positive attitudes toward disabled people that is female

respondents as the high influence and others remain with no significant.
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CHAPTER1
INTRODUCTION

1.0 Background

In Malaysia, the Social Welfare Department reported the number of
registered disabled people has increased over the last five years. It is recorded
that in the middle of 2009, there were 258 918 disable people registered in
Malaysia compare to 69 758 disable people in the year of 1997 recorded by
the Social Welfare Department in 1997 and this source retrieved according to
Salleh, Abdullah and Buang (2001). Thus, the importance to register the
disabled people could result in them to enable in accessing the special
education, facilities, employment and other services.

Besides, the Social Welfare Department also showed that that from the
year of 2004 and 2009, the total number of registrations recorded in 2009,
there were 23,738 (9.20%) are blind/visually impaired, 35,368 (13.65%) are
deaf/hearing impaired, 86,485 (33.39%) are physically disabled, 100,180
(38.69%) have learning disabilities, 3250 (1.25%) have cerebral palsy, and the

remaining 9,897 (3.82%) have other disabilities.

Thus, in the year of 2008, Malaysia has passed the Persons with
Disabilities Act as the part of obligations under the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (UN Convention). This Act mentioned that those

people with disabilities shall have equal access in terms of public facilities,



