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ABSTRACT

This study addresses landscape architecture design studio-based challenges during open distance
learning (ODL) amid the COVID-19 pandemic. The research is being conducted at Universiti
Teknologi MARA (UiTM), Selangor, Malaysia. Landscape Architecture Studio-based Process
Evaluation Model (LASP) is generated primarily for online learning while sustaining the
traditional/conventional methods and implementing it using available data-networking systems. This
study shows the importance of the model for decision-making to support studios of landscape
architecture design courses. This process-evaluation model was developed to help landscape
architecture studio-based design and planning processes, especially in the macro-scale study of
landscape planning. Moreover, it is designed to facilitate lecturers worldwide to structure their teaching
in studio-based learning, simplify the work process, and maximize collaborations among students in
the online design learning process. Students from a landscape planning studio used the model to track
their workflows. According to students' self-evaluation and reflection, this LASP model significantly
impacted their approaches to the design process and increased their awareness of individual progress
while collaborating in micro-scale projects. This study also suggests that the right choice of available
online mediums and platforms of big data contributes to improving students' desire, ability to work
independently and with group members in the current pandemic COVID-19 education situation
worldwide. However, while some might view existing online platforms as stagnant, the long-standing
culture of creativity and innovative design in Landscape architecture design studios and professional
online offices is almost certainly going to involve emerging new technologies. Furthermore, their
possible future necessity will creatively use various technologically advanced design tools and data to
impact the studio-based design, teaching and learning, and practices.

Keywords: landscape architecture, studio-based, design, landscape planning, process-evaluation model
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INTRODUCTION

The landscape architecture profession and practice face the fact that almost everything this
profession does to change the landscape requires collaborations. In most landscape architecture
studies, the scale of landscape planning deals with big data and cooperation from many expert's
views such as soil, hydrology, ecology, vegetation, geology, climate, history, perception and
so on (Antrop, 2001). The focus is on managing the resources for future planning by
considering analysis suitable on a large scale. Other design specifications such asurban,
cultural, and community design occur with a detailed plan on a smaller scale (Brown &
Jennings, 2003). As the method works at different scales and processes, it is crucial to
understand the scale in every project to ensure smooth management and foresee the outcome.
However, this understanding may differ for every school of thought. Students were exposed
to different project scales for undergraduate Landscape Architecture and applied separate
analyses to achieve their objectives. Traditionally, the format and structure of studio-based
education start with a problem statement, and students work as individuals and teams to solve
complex problems (Smith & Boyer, 2015). For studio-based courses, managing the process
through blended learning poses challenges, such as critique sessions with lecturers and
collaboration among students. There are various methods for academicians to structure their
online studio-based learning strategy. These significantly involve the use of information
technology. There is no legal framework that they must adhere to in establishing studio-based
course learning. One example of a framework in the landscape planning process is the geo-
design framework that uses diagrams to manage large-scale projects Steinitz (2020). The
framework is believed helpful in organizing related courses using different model types in the
traditional learning process. However, many higher institutions in Malaysia have already
conducted and implemented online learning. Therefore, this research will innovate the process
model to help students run, manage, and organize their studies online with supervision from
the lecturers. This study focuses on developing an evaluation model to prepare digital content
and teaching structures for better teaching and learning experience online. The evaluation
model serves as a process essential for them to follow to ensure the final output of the design
master plan is achieved. By following the LASP evaluation-process model, the lecturers and
students could systematically manage their design work and knowthe expectation for the
result, involving implementable design, such as plans, proposals, investments, and regulations
through online medium platforms.

Objectives

LASP Evaluation Model aims to assist lecturers and students in managing and recording their
landscape studio landscape planning and design from macro-scale to site-specific scale through
a simplified and understandable recording process, including critique and discussion sessions
through the online medium platform available within the institution.

Novelty

LASP Evaluation Model (Figure 1) is developed especially for online learning while sustaining
the traditional methods and implementing them using data-networking systems. It is designed
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to facilitate lecturers worldwide to structure their teaching and studio-based learning, simplify
the work process, and maximize collaborations among students in the online learning process.
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Figure 1. The diagram illustrates the components of the Landscape Architecture studio process-
evaluation model (LASP) in open distance learning (ODL)

Figure 1 shows three essential elements in investigating the site case study in a studio-based
class. Landscape planning starts with macro-scale scale, typically within 1: 10 000 and above,
while site-specific scale in 1: 1000 and below. Three contexts need to be investigated to solve
the site problem, which are the past (history), present (current condition) and the future
(policy/guidelines/ design proposals). In online learning, the most important thing is
communication and networking through all available devices. The line in the model represents
a process relationship, while each intersection represents the connectivity of all data. Students
need to study the past, what the landscape means from history, and know the existing elements
in each sector in the present, which is crucial in understanding the site condition. This phase
needs full collaboration between lecturers, students, outside data providers, and vice versa.
Participation and teamwork are essential in landscape planning for gathering information on
landscape elements such as abiotic, biotic, and cultural elements (Tress, 2006). Without expert
guidance and instructions, and proper processes and platforms, no single person can complete
this task alone. Thus, students are trained to be well-versed in each sector, and they need to
discuss and collaborate among classmates. Students werecommonly divided into small groups,
depending on the number of site studies or issues. Lastly, they need to suggest what kind of
changes to the landscape in the future through their design proposals. Aside from the policy
and guidelines, students may come up with specific designs based on the results of the
proposals and achieve the learning outcome for the semester's studio-based learning.
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