
FACULTY OF MUSIC 

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA 

PREPARATION FOR TEACHING MUSIC DURING THE PRACTICUM: A 

CASE STUDY OF UiTM PRE-SERVICE MUSIC TEACHERS 

MUF 655 

ARINA SYAHIRA BINTI MOHD ASHIK 

2015111181 

BACHELOR'S DEGREE IN MUSIC EDUCATION (Hons.) 

SEPTEMBER 2018 - JANUARY 2019 

1 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Alhamdulillah and thanks to Allah, with His blessings, I finally finished 

my academic writing project. I feel grateful to have this kind of opportunity in 

experiencing with my own project and for giving me the chances to be in this 

level. Without His blessings, I would never be able to finish my project on time. 

Highly gratitude to my supervising lecturer, Associate Professor Dr 

Ghaziah bin ti Mohd Ghazali upon her help and guidance during the process of my 

thesis. The advices and knowledge that I gained helped me a lot in completing my 

thesis. All criticism and reminder has helped me to correct all the mistakes and 

weaknesses in order to increase the quality of my project. 

Next, I also want to express my gratitude to my family and friends for 

their encouragement and moral supports whenever I need it. My friends had 

helped me a lot in giving ideas, sharing information and knowledge during my 

thesis project. Also not to forget, my backbone, my family, who always gave me 

moral and financial support all throughout this wonderful journey. 

4 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 

Author Declaration .................................................................................................... .II 

Letter of Submission ................................................................................................. .III 

Acknowledgement .................................................................................................... .IV 

List of figures .............................................................................................................. V 

Abstract .. .................................................................................................................. VIII 

Chapter 1 

Chapter 2 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......................... 9 

1.2 Statement of the Problem . . ........................................................ 10 

1.3 Research Objectives . . .................................................................. 13 

1 .4 Research Questions .. . . . . ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...................... 13 

1.5 Significance of the Study ............................................................ 14 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Introduction .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 14 

2.2 Practicum .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. 15 

2.3 Planning and Preparation .................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16 

2.4 Knowledge and Skills . . ............................................................... .19 

2.5 Teacher Professional Identity ........ . .. . ... . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . ... .21 

2.6 Strength and Weaknesses ............................................................ 23 

5 



ABSTRACT 

Pre-service education and hiring processes within the developing world 

ought to prepare professionals that are able to perform their roles as educators. 

The purpose of this study is to describe the UiTM pre-service music teachers 

preparation during the practicum. The pre-service music teachers served three 

months of practicum in a school. Data collected through interviews, sought to 

gain information about three aspects which were planning and preparation, 

subject knowledge, and teacher professional identity. This study also identified 

how the pre-service teachers perceive their strength and weaknesses during the 

practicum. The results of this study showed a variety of perceptions from different 

aspects among the five respondents pre-service music teachers who participated in 

the study. The analysis identified pre-service teachers need to know and be able to 

do plan and prepare the lessons beforehand other than being prepared mentally, 

physically and emotionally before going for practicum. The continued 

implementation of reflective thinking will lead pre-service teachers and new 

teachers to value reflective thinking and will make an impact on the changes that 

are made in instructional practices in education. 
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CHAPTER! 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the study 

In the preparation of teachers, practical teaching (practicum) experience is 

one of the most important course to be taken by student teachers. The practical 

experience component of training to be a teacher is central to all teacher education 

programs (Murphy, 2003). Practical training or practicum allows pre-service 

teachers to be supervised in their early teaching experiences in schools (Clark & 

Cutler, 1990). They would face the real classroom situation and be able to apply 

teaching approaches, techniques and methods that they have learnt throughout 

their teacher education program. 

The Bachelor of Music Education (Hons.) at the Universiti Teknologi 

MARA is a four year program which combines the intensive study ofmusic

teacher education with practical experiences for the classroom and other 

educational settings. A niche of this program is its focus on the three areas of 

music, music education and education as well as on music technology 

applications in education. The aim of this program is to produce music educators 

who are versatile, focused and holistic through innovative teaching, learning and 

research, fostering musical development and meeting the needs of the society and 

also to achieve the vision of the National Education Philosophy that is to produce 

teachers, who are excellent in teaching and learning (Faculty of Music UiTM, 

2016). 
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