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PARENTS’ ATTITUDES TOWARDS PRIVATE MUSIC EDUCATION

ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to investigate parents’ attitudes towards music education and the
factors why they do not send their children for private music classes. Fifteen parents from
selected areas located in Bintong, Kangar, Padang Besar Utara and Padang Melangit was
interviewed for this study. Results showed that most parents support music lesson whether
in or out of school but they are mostly unable to give full support and attention because of
financial problems and lack of commitment to send their children to private music classes.

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Everyone loves music and listen to music. But the difference is in the types of music that
people like to hear and in what ways they listen, learn and appreciate them. Music means
“sounds that are arranged in a way that is pleasant or exciting to listen to, the art of writing or
playing music, and the written or printed signs that represent the sounds to be played or
sung in a piece of music” (Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary, 7" Edition, 2005). To
many people, music is a form of entertainment and used mainly for leisure and recreation.

However, despite the interest and acceptance of music for leisure purposes, people still tend
to perceive negative thoughts about how youth treat music and use music in their life. For
example, most secondary school students like to hear Pop, R&B, Rock, Hip Hop and other
types of fast music. Some students, especially those who are interested enough to
participate in music making activities, their interest in music sometimes lead them to dress,
talk, and behave in ways that they think reflects their inclination and interest towards specific
genres of music. Furthermore, involvement in music making activities like the pop/rock
bands further encourage youth to imitate their favourite singers or musicians.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The implementation of music in the school curriculum has enabled children to learn music in
school. Honig (2004) said that, “Music has mathematical structure, as well as emotional
power. Listening to rhythms and tonal patterns enhances your child’s brain functioning”
(p.26). However, not all families understand about the benefits of music. Music in general is
often looked upon as a tool for entertainment. Parents’ thinking and opinions about music
may influence their-perception about music and later their decision to allow their children to
learn music through private music classes.

A study by Dai and Schader (2001) found that parents have their reasons why they prefer
not to send their children to private music classes. Dai and Schader (2001) stated that
“musical talent development in a child is a prolonged process requiring adult assistance of
both large investments of time and financial resources”. This finding may beg,a major factor
which causes parents to discourage their children to learn music formally. The fact that
music, considered to be good only for entertainment and leisure, is also costly makes most
parents think that music is not important enough in their children’s life. Problems such as
financial commitment and time to send children to music classes, buying of instruments, and
books may tend to deter parents from supporting music lessons. In Malaysia, preference for
spending money on tuition classes for academic subjects is also a factor that causes many
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spending money on tuition classes for academic subjects is also a factor that causes many
parents to refrain from supporting music lessons. Furthermore, lack of private music schools

in their area also contributes to the difficulty of sending their children to private music class
even if they wanted to.

Sometimes parents' education level and background may also be a factor that influences
their decision to not send their children to private music lessons. For example, some parents
maybe never think that music can be a good career choice. Most parents do not know about
music’s benefit. This study will therefore look at parents’ attitudes towards music education

and the factors which influence them to refrain from sending their children to private music
classes.

THE PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

The purpose of this study is to investigate the parents’ attitudes towards music education

and why they do not send their children to private music class. Specifically, this study will-be
conducted with the following objectives:

1. To find out parents’ perceptions about formal music education.

2. To describe parents’ attitudes towards private music instruction.

3. To investigate the reasons why some parents do not send their children to private
music class.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

The following research questions will be the guidelines for this study and attempts to answer
three main questions.

1. How do parents perceive formal music education as a subject at school?

2. What are parents’ attitudes towards private music instruction?

3. What factors influence parents to refrain from enrolling their children in private music
classes? -

SIGNIFICANCE.OF THE STUDY

This study will help~us to understand how parents perceive music education and what sort of
problems they face if they were interested to send their children to private music classes.

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

This study will only examine parents with children who are not learning music privately but
learning music either at primary or secondary school. In addition, the interview only involved
parents with children in government schools. The small sample for this study does not
represent the opinions of all parents who do not have children learning music privately.

Parents from areas in Bintong, Kangar, Padang Besar Utara and Padang Melangit, Perlis
were selected for this study.






