
ASIAN CONFERENCE
ON BUSINESS, ECONOMICS 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

- PROCEEDING

mmmm
U n i v e r s i t i
Te k n o l o g i
Ma r a

JOINTLY ORGANIZED BY:

Caw angan M elaka

unisel SU N W AY
UNIVERSITY 18

UNIVERStTI SE.ANGOR B u s i r t e s s  S c h o o l

* U  A I K  UNTVFfCVTV

UNIVERSITAS TRISAKT1

B 

JOINTLY ORGANIZED BY: 

unisel 
UNPHRSIT1 Sf _ANGO R 

5UNWAY 
UNIVERSI I Y •• 

l\.:i~ir'l'AH Sch ool 

:f;4 
UNIYERSITAS TRISAKTI 

ASIAN CONFERENCE 
ON BUSINESS, ECONOMICS 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES 

- PBOCEEDING 

Cawangan Melaka 

/, • J.... 
/ ,I lAJTF 6sb 8 "'""""'"""''"" fl"\ l"F.R FOR l>I. I Ill(' 

Mohamed Saladi 
N 

NOD 
Fad 

Abdul Rabi 



E-Proceeding for Asian Conference on Business, Economics and Social Science (ACBESS)
2021

Regional Head Election, Money Politics, and Corruption:
An Alternative Solution

Effendi Hasan1*, M.A, Ubaidillah1, Muliawati1, Helmi1, Nofriadi1

'Program Study of Politics, Faculty of Social dan Political Sciences, Universitas Syiah Kuala, Aceh-Indonesia

Corresponding Author: effendi@unsyiah.ac.id

Abstract: This study aimed to study the massive and systematic extent o f  money politics in the 
2017 elections o f  the Bireuen District. This study used a qualitative method with the 
participant-observer approach. Data were collected through FGD at Al-Muslim University in 
Bireuen and in-depth interviews with the relevant parties. The practice o f  money-politics in the 
Bireuen election was very immaculate and well-coordinated. It started with the collection o f  
the photocopies o f  ID andfamily registry cards and ended with the distribution o f  money before 
and after the voting. The campaign teams in each village helped to assist this process to the 
villagers. The study found  five major causes o f  money politics in the Bireuen District. First, the 
public confidence in the political elections has declined. Second, the political orientation o f  
the community was pragmatic. Third, several candidates had the same power in the election; 
thus, they had no other choices but to give away money to the public in the hope o f being 
elected. Fourth, the prevention o f  money politics in the local elections o f  the Bireuen regent 
was somewhat weak. The elections supervisory committee does not have the authority to punish  
the political money perpetrators but can only give recommendations to the District 
Independent Elections Commission (KIP). These recommendations are subject to being 
processed or neglected. Lastly, the regulation o f  money politics was also weak in the Bireuen 
regional election. This massive money politics in Bireuen can be prevented by establishing a 
concept and formulating policies in the form  o f qanun(Islamic bylaws) in Aceh. The qanun 
could cancel or disqualify the regent candidates i f  they are proven to have committed money 
politics based on convincing and legally binding evidence. The political parties could also be 
deprived o f their political rights to carry the regional head candidates fo r  a term o f office. 
Aceh, through its self-government, has a special authority to produce regulations that do not 
contradict the higher regulation in Indonesia. The function o f the qanun is to break the chain 
and the money politics system by imposing punishment to the regent candidates and political 
parties. This research has never been investigated before, especially the potential o f  regulation 
to break the chains o f  money politics by establishing a qanun to be applied in Aceh.
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