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Studies have shown that research, especially the specialised ones, can
affect the most general and basic courses negatively (Vidal &
Quintanilla, 2000). It is a fact that research is specialised. Thus, lecturers
may distort the curriculum by focusing on a specialised area while paying
less attention to the others in the curriculum. As attested by Neumann
(1994), 'many students were also critical of subjects in which a teacher's
individual research and research interests were seen to dominate, particu
larly at the expense of the aims of the course' (p. 335).

In addition, lecturers might teach their classes at a higher level. As a re
sult, students at a lower level may suffer. As put forward by Vidal &
Quintanilla (2000), there could be a positive link between research and
teaching at higher levels of teaching where courses tend to be more spe
cialised in comparison to more modest association at undergraduate
level. This is supported by the Ontario Council on University Affairs
(1994) that there is little functional interaction between undergraduate
teaching and discovery research. In fact, Astin (1993) in his study over
200 institutions in the US found that 'a college whose faculty is research
oriented increases student dissatisfaction and impacts negatively on most
measures of cognitive and affective development' (p. 363).

A research can also be negatively related to teaching when the former is
prioritised over the latter. With limited time and energy, there will be in
creased pressures for academics to commit themselves to both teaching
and research. Hattie and Marsh (1996) in their study, for example, found
that time spent on research is not related to quality of teaching. In fact,
they observed that there appeared to be a tension between the times de
voted to research and teaching, thus, concluded that

'the common belief that research and teaching are inextricably
entwined is an enduring myth. At best, research and teaching are
very loosely coup/ed' (p. 25).

In addition, Jenkins et aI. (1988) reported that research could distort
teaching as it reduced the availability of the lecturers when they are pre
occupied with research. This is because research collaboration with ex
ternal institutions usually requires travelling and doing fieldwork. Thus,
even if a research is successful, teaching may suffer.

Zero or Null Link

While research can be considered as the cornerstone for discovery and
dissemination of new knowledge, it does not always, however, comple
ment teaching. For example, if a research is not a disciplined-based one,
it can only contribute to a body of knowledge. It does not have any
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The data also indicate that besides discipline-based research, the lecturers
in UiTM Pahang were also interested in carrying out enquiry research.
The analysis shows that there were enquiry research done by lecturers
from various disciplines. Some of the examples are shown in Table 4.

Table 4: Enquiry-based Research and Lecturer's Discipline

Research Lecturer's
Discipline

1. Persepsi pelajar terhadap ciri-ciri pensyarah Office Management
yang diingini: satu kajian di program and Technology
Pengurusan dan Teknologi Pejabat,
UiTM Jengka

2. Tinjauan terhadap masalah-masalah yang Plantation and
dihadapi oleh pelajar apabila Bahasa Industrial Manage-
Inggeris digunakan sebagai bahasa pengantar ment

3. Kajian mengenai stail pembelajaran Mathematics
di sekolah

4. Kajian terhadap minat kakitangan Office Management
UiTM Pahang untuk meningkatkan tahap and Technology
akademik

The Link between Research and Teaching

Based on the framework described earlier, the analysis indicates that the
research done can have positive, negative and zero link with teaching, be
it a discipline-based or enquiry. The link depends on how the research
and its fmdings are communicated in classroom teaching.

Positive Link

The analysis shows that there would be a positive link between research
and teaching if the research done and the lecturer's teaching discipline
are related (refer to Table 3). These research can have positive relation
ship with teaching in terms of enhancing the credibility of the lecturers,
knowledge up-date of the latest development in the field and the transfer
of knowledge and skills to the students. For example, as mentioned pre
viously, lecturers who become the experts in their field will be more con
fident in delivering their lessons which, in turn, will increase students'
confidence both on the courses and their lecturers.
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