UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA

SOCIO-PSYCHOLOGICAL
METAPHONOLOGICAL
AWARENESS MODEL (SPAWN)
FOR THE
TEACHING AND LEARNING OF
SELECTED ASPECTS
OF
SUPRASEGMENTAL FEATURES
OF ENGLISH SOUNDS

JOHN FRANCIS ANAK NOYAN

Thesis submitted in fulfillment
of the requirements for the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy

Faculty of Education

June 2018



AUTHOR’S DECLARATION

| declare that the work in this thesis was carried out in accordance with the regulations
of Universiti Teknologi MARA. 1t is original and is the results of my own work,
unless otherwise indicated or acknowledged as referenced work. This thesis has not
been submitted to any other academic institution or non-academic institution for any

degree or qualification.

I, hereby, acknowledge that | have been supplied with the Academic Rules and
Regulations for Post Graduate, Universiti Teknologi MARA, regulating the conduct of

my study and research.

Name of Student : John Francis Anak Noyan

Student 1.D. No. ; 2009636984

Programme : Doctor of Philosophy (Education) - ED990

Faculty : Education

Thesis Title : Socio-psychological Metaphonological
Awareness Model (SPAWN) for the Teaching
and Learning of Selected Aspects of

Suprasegmental Features of English Sounds

Signature of Student PSP

Date : June 2018



ABSTRACT

The primary aim of this study is to build and implement an instructional approach for
pronunciation teaching and learning that is theoretically grounded in major theories,
and the secondary aim of the study is to qualitatively evaluate the impact of
implementing the approach empirically in actual pedagogic context. It explores the
process of implementing the Socio-psychological Metaphonetic-Awareness Model
and evaluates the facilitative effects of SPAWN Model on promoting learners’
phonetic awareness in phonological acquisition process. The study assesses part of the
model in terms of its facilitative effects in assisting the teacher as well as in assisting
the student to learn selected aspects of suprasegmental features of English sounds. The
study employed an ethnographic design, specifically using a qualitative case study
method, which involves a small number, that is, five (5) of participants
(undergraduates) at a public university in Sarawak to participate in the study. The
research process involves several stages; firstly, it deals with consulting major
theoretical sources for building the theoretical framework of the proposed model.
Secondly, the SPAWN Model was qualitatively evaluated in a contextualized
pedagogic setting involving the teaching and learning of selected aspects of
suprasegmental features of English sounds. It was found that firstly the SPAWN
model did assist both the teacher and the learners in coaching and learning
pronunciation respectively. The process of micro-scaffolding yielded varied
scaffolding characteristics that contribute toward supporting its empirical framework
further. The model was also found to be positive in enhancing the students’
psychological aspects towards English pronunciation in terms of awareness, self-
confidence, motivation and self-concept.
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