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ABSTRACT 

This project paper analyses the Atomic Energy Licensing Act (Act 304) 1984 and the 

Atomic Energy Licensing (Waste Management) Regulation 2011 for governing 

radioactive waste management in Malaysia. The analysis covers both strengths and 

weaknesses of the radioactive waste management as a preparation for Malaysia in the 

future i.e. should Malaysia choose to venture into nuclear energy and built a nuclear 

power plant. The aim of this project paper is to review the present laws and highlight 

the changes that it needed. In doing so, this project paper makes several comparisons 

with the laws of other countries and also international law. It is to ensure that 

Malaysia will obtain vast knowledge for the radioactive waste management in the 

future. The methodology used for this study is qualitative in nature using the library 

as a main source. Primary and secondary sources was gathered and analysed. A 

comparative study was carried out with the radioactive waste management laws in 

the United States of America and Malaysia. The finding of this project is hopeful as 

an added material for future research in this area. As a conclusion, the research that 

has been conducted is hoped to be able to help the development of laws and 

guidelines for an environment friendly and safe nuclear power plant in Malaysia. A 

comprehensive legal framework is paramount in order to meet local demand for 

nuclear power plant and radioactive waste management. 
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 

1.0 Introduction 

This chapter critically analysed the adequacy of the Atomic Energy Licensing Act 

(Act 304) 1984 and the Atomic Energy Licensing (Waste Management) Regulation 

2011(P.U. (A) 274) for governing radioactive waste management in Malaysia. The 

structure of this chapter begins with a background that explains the problems faced 

by Malaysia pertaining radioactive waste management. This paper is an attempt to 

review the laws on radioactive waste management in Malaysia by comparing the 

laws at present with the laws of the United States of America (US). The US is made 

as comparison because the laws on radioactive waste management in the US are with 

reference to the use of nuclear energy and the waste management of its nuclear 

power plant/reactor. This study is made with the view that should Malaysia venture 

into nuclear energy in the future, the laws on radioactive waste management must be 

adequate for it. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Nuclear energy is said to be the next viable source for power. Countries around the 

world turn to this form of energy as their saviour for their hunger for energy.1 Hence, 

nuclear energy is considered one of the alternatives measures taken by Malaysia to 

improve its generation of electricity. Malaysia broke ground in the atomic or 

radioactive substance field in the year 1968 with the implementation of the 

Radioactive Substance Act 1968. Subsequent to this Act, in the year 1984, the 

Atomic Energy Licensing Act 1984 (hereafter to be known as AELA 1984) was 

"Plans For New Reactors Worldwide." WNA Sources. February 2012. Extract from 
http://www.worldnuclear.org/info/infl7.html. 
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