UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA

NARRATIVE BIOGRAPHY: MEANING
MAKING THROUGH PAINTING

SYAMRUL NIZAM BIN ABDUL MALEK

Dissertation submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the degree of
Master of Education
(Visual Art Education / ED 722)

Faculty of Education

November 2010



CANDIDATE’S DECLARATION

I declare that the work in this thesis was carried out in accordance with the
regulations of Universiti Teknologi MARA. It is original and is the result of my own
work, unless otherwise indicated or acknowledge as referenced work. This thesis has
not been submitted to any other academic institution or non-academic institution for
any other degree or qualification.

In the event that my thesis be found to violet the conditions mentioned above, I
voluntarily waive the right of conferment of my degree and agree to be subjected to
the disciplinary rules and regulations of Universiti Teknologi MARA.

Name of Candidate : SYAMRUL NIZAM BIN ABDUL MALEK
Candidate’s ID No. : 2008540207

Programme :ED 722

Faculty : Education

Thesis Title : Narrative Biography: Meaning Making through

Paintin

Signature of Candidate e

Date : 24 November 2010

i1



ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Alhamdulillah, praise to ALLAH the Almighty, I am deeply grateful and pleased to
present this thesis entitled “Narrative Biography: Meaning Making through
Painting”.

Here, I would like to express my deepest appreciation to my advisor, Prof. Dr. Prof.
Dr. Abdul Shukor Bin Hashim for all his precious time, valuable suggestion,
encouragement, patience, guidance and support from the beginning toward the
completion of this research. To my second examiner, Assoc. PM. Dr. Rashidee Yan
bin Ibrahim, I would like to express my gratitude for his evaluation and constructive
comment in order to improve my research.

I wish to express my gratitude to the Ministry of Education, Malaysia for granting
me a scholarship Biasiswa Hadiah Latihan Persekutuan (BHLP) to complete my
Master in Visual Art Education.

Finally, I would like to convey my special thanks to my beloved family and friends
for their great support throughout the completion of this thesis.

Thank you.
SYAMRUL NIZAM BIN ABDUL MALEK,

2008540207,
NOVEMBER 2010.

iv



ABSTRACT

Historically, narrative has been a highly prominent feature of visual art. Artist today
continue to engage with narrative, for storytelling will always be a powerful medium
for human expression. Thus, this research is conducted to find out and understand
what are the characteristics or concepts that are structurally used in narrative works.
Other than that this research is also done to understand the nature of how different
artist have use the narrative concept in portraying their work as a storytelling subject
whether in dealing with personal experience, popular culture, fantasying, fiction and
world (historical) event. Finally, this research is conducted to understand how all of
this information can be used to better comprehend the researcher’s own work, which
cover an understanding of pictorial, and image structure and concerning with its
meaning making. Artists such as David Salle, Cindy Sherman, Eleanor Antin,
Gregory Crewdson, Laurie Simmons, Christian Boltanski, Tim Barney, Jailani Abu
Hassan and Ismail Zain were studied to see how they have conveyed narrative art as
the basis of their conceptual framework. By conducting literature research from the
secondary data, the research will also go into the process of ‘Art Making’, which will
cover two important factors, the making of the ‘Art object’ and the ‘Meaning’. Here
two aspects will be looked into. Firstly the ‘Formal and Material’ (art object) and
secondly the ‘Content and Context’ (Meaning). By doing this and going through the
research inquires and process, the researcher has used all of this information and
knowledge in further understanding the researcher’s own work and turning it into a
useful data for those who would be interested in narrative art.
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