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Abstract

Candidate and manifesto are normally the two elements that are actively involved 
during an election especially the campaigning period. They are short-term factors and 
thus have an instant impact on voter preference within the election period itself. The 
objective of this study is to determine which of the two factors, between the candidate 
and manifesto, influences the voters’ preference the most when it comes to deciding 
who they will vote for. To find the answer a survey was taken among academic and 
non-academic staff of UiTM Sarawak. The questions were designed to gather 
information regarding the background of the staff as well as which of the two factors 
influences them the most. The questionnaire also gained feedback on the respondents’ 
preference based on the characteristics of the candidate and manifesto. Results of the 
study indicate that there seems to be no difference position-wise in terms of their 
choice between candidate and manifesto. Analysis also shows that in terms of the 
candidate, respondents are more influenced by the experience, education and 
residency of the candidate. As for the manifesto, respondents prefer issues related to 
education and economy. The scope and methodology of this study has the potential to 
be expanded and conducted on a wider and larger scale such as determining the 
preference of various electorates in our society such as the public-private sector voters 
as well as the rural-urban voters.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.0 Background

Elections are an important part of the political processes in any society 

especially those that practice representative democracy. It is one of the outlets for 

public opinion where citizens are given the opportunity to express either support for 

or dissatisfaction with their government. If the people are satisfied with their 

government, they will show their approval and support by continuing to vote for the 

incumbent political party. On the other hand, if the people feel that the government 

has not fulfilled their duties adequately they can show their dissatisfaction by voting 

for another competing political party. In other words, elections provide the people 

with some control over the government by making them accountable for their 

actions.1 Various elements are involved in elections, each with their own role to play. 

Among these elements are the political party candidates, the electoral manifesto of the 

political parties and the voters.

1 Abdul Rashid Moten & Syed Serajul Islam, “Election and Electoral System,” Introduction to Political 
Science, (Singapore: Thompson Learning, 2005), 345.

The recent 12th General Elections in Malaysia have highlighted the points 

mentioned above. The outcome of the elections is nothing short of extraordinary. The

1


