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ABSTRACT 

This study attempts to investigate the rulallunships bclwccn digital divide and 
mformzmun luemcy developmem II 1; slgmficam for reasons that It pmv1des the current 
snualinns nfdlgllal dwlde m the country" studenls' informallun Illelzwy levels and KT 
use among them. The focus IS whether havmg an access In digital technology 
pamcularly computer and the Internet, has affected the development of information 
literacy. This is based on the understanding that the use ol' ICT is Imponanl to 
mformalion seeking acnvhics as almost all types of infurmmion are available dlgilally 
and that sucking information usmg the [CT has become a need. Acqumng mfurmauon 
using, the ICT enables people to get the right information effectively, efficiently and 
simultaneously dcvclnps their mformatinn litcrucy skllls. Unfortunately, not all have the 
opportunity to get access to the IC'l' especially those in rural areas. The research 
concentrates on the secondary school students as the population. This survey rcscarch 
used questlonnalre to Idenllf} sludems', a) \le\\s on the Importance of lC'l‘. b) 
lnfim‘naliun skills background knowledge, c) an; s m the KT, (1) IC'I' akllls and c) 
levels of mformation literacy skills Eighty school were identified randomly from all 
ovcr the country, Each school was given fifieen sets ofquestionnaire to be administsrcd. 
Than: wen: a total ut' 1200 qucsuonnaircs sent and lhla study used 920 of them for 
analysla. SPSS 16.0 for Window; was used fur data analysis to perform the descriptive 
and inferential analyses. The study found the cxistcncc ofdigilal dividc betwccn rural 
and urban whools‘ and bclwccn lower secondary and uppcr secondary students. No 
digital divide a, . ed between gender types, It also found that must sludcnls' informalmn 
liluracy skills were low. Relationships werc discovered between information lncracy 
development and: a) [CT skllls‘ b) mformmion Sklllh backgruund knowlcdgu. c) 
frequency 01‘ acce ing infiwrmmiun suumes. N0 relationships existed between 
mf‘ormalion literacy skills and. a) sludcnls‘ geographical areas. gender and Form 1m 31:. 

h) hum: ICT access. 0) frcqucncy ol‘using the ICT. The findings also revealed that most 
studcnls lcarnl infnrmution skllls and had a positive View on the importance of IC'I‘ 

AlsoV most of mom had compmcr access at hmm: but only a small number had the 
Internet access
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