
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA 

POLITICAL REPRESENTATION 
OF WOMEN IN 

TERENGGANU'S PARTISAN POLITICS 

NURFARADILA MD NOOR MAHADI 

Thesis submitted in fulfillment 
of the requirements for the degree of 
Master of Administrative Science 

Faculty of Administrative Science and Policy Studies 

September 2017 



AUTHOR'S DECLARATION 

I declare that the work in this thesis was carried out in accordance with the regulations 

of Universiti Teknologi MARA. It is original and is the result of my own, unless 

otherwise indicated or acknowledged as referenced work. This thesis has not been 

submitted to any other academic institution or non-academic institution for any other 

degree or qualification. 

I, hereby, acknowledge that I have been supplied with the Academic Rules and 

Regulations for Post Graduate, Universiti Teknologi MARA, regulating the conduct of 

my study research. 

Name of Student : NurFaradila Md Noor Mahadi 

Student ID No : 2011211506 

Programme : Master in Administrative Science - AM780 

Faculty : Administrative Science & Policy Studies 

Thesis Title : Political Representation of Women in Terengganu' s 

Partisan Politics 

Signature of Student : 

Date : September 2017 

i i i 



ABSTRACT 

The research study is on women's political representation in Terengganu partisan politics. It 
traces the role of women's political engagement in social and women's movements as well 
as in the formal political institutions. The backdrop to this study was in the field of women 
and politics and concerns on women's presence in partisan politics since women obtained 
the right to vote and stand for election. Terengganu experienced economic developments 
and gained solid reputation in terms of its stable politics regime and social success. Despite 
of these achievements, Terengganu is deficient with regard to women's political 
representation at the highest level of decision-making, in parliament. Moreover, the absence 
of documentation on this topic has rendered the scope of this study broad. In this research, it 
primarily draws on feminist writings to study women's political representation in 
Terengganu partisan politics. With regard to women's representation in partisan politics, the 
research looks at democratic context which resemble the Terengganu political system. From 
the body of literature on.women's representation in politics, research draws on the concern 
of women's interest, movement and women's roles. The research analyses the interests of 
women in partisan politics, the type and existence of representation in the operations of 
women in partisan politics. The research also discusses the issue of women, especially the 
formation of feminist alliances between women's groups to form a strong lobby. The 
literature also emphasizes the emergence of feminism and women's political representation 
which makes the research interesting to study. As such, the research has the potential to 
contribute to the theorization in the field of 'women and polities', which is currently an 
emerging research area. On the issue of women in formal politics, the main concept 
investigated is that of representation. The research analyses the factors, challenges, 
strategies, forms and types which make women's political representation possible in 
Terengganu. Qualitative methods and semi-structured interviews were the primary research 
tools employed to collect data for this research. Targeted participants included women who 
actively participate in Terengganu partisan politics. The researcher found that, women in 
Terengganu partisan politics have no wide opportunity to represent themselves either in 
state assembly and parliament level. They also restrained in leadership and decision making 
in Terengganu. The study concludes that, women in Terengganu partisan politics face 
serious challenges in their political careers of decision making, governance and state 

'building. The findings show that women have represented in partisan politics driven by few 
factors such as cultural, political and economic factors. The data thus shows that funding 
and economical supports are crucial to enable women's in partisan politics to operate 
autonomously and to pursue feminist agenda. Political support is therefore lacking the 
women's movement in partisan politics. There is a need for women to organize strategically 
to look beyond their capabilities in order to exert greater women's representation in the 
political sphere. 

iv 

f 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

In the name of Allah, the most merciful the most gracious, the researcher thanks Allah 
the way He has guided to her and given the ability, the knowledge and the wealth to 
write this thesis. 

Foremost, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my supervisors, Prof 
Nasrudin Mohamed and Dr Sharifah Syahirah for the continuous support of my 
Master study and research, for their patiences, motivations, enthusiasms, and 
immenses knowledge. Their guidances helped me in all the time of research and 
writing of this thesis. I could not have imagined having better advisors and mentors 
for my Master study. 

There are people in everyone's lives who make success both possible and rewarding. 
My husband, Mohamad Sukri Zainal, my children, Muhammad Hanzalah Arsyad and 
Nur Wajihah Nailah steadfastly supported and encouraged me. They helped, cajoled, 
and prodded me when I needed it the most. I will never forget these long rides and the 
long walks, thanks for have always been supportive and encouraged me. 

I thank my fellow friends in HUM and UiTM Shah Alam for the stimulating 
discussions, for the sleepless nights we were working together before deadlines, and 
for all the fun we have had in the last years. 

Last but not the least, I would like to thank my parents: Md Noor Mahadi and Rohaya 
for giving birth to me at the first place and supporting me spiritually throughout my 
life. Special thanks goes to my siblings:Yuhanis, Munira, Zaidin, Aim, Shahirah and 
Hisyam for their willing help and encouragement during this process and over the 
years. 

Thank you. 

v 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

CONFIRMATION BY PANEL OF EXAMINERS 

AUTHOR'S DECLARATION 

ABSTRACT 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

LIST OF TABLES 

LIST OF FIGURES 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

1.1 Overview 

1.1.1 Society and Politics in Terengganu: A Brief Introduction 

1.1.2 The Status of Women in Terengganu 

1.1.3 Women's Inferior Status in Terengganu Early History 

1.1.4 Women in Terengganu Partisan Politics 

1.2 Problem Statement 

1.3 Research Objectives 

1.4 Research Questions 

1.5 Significance of The Study 

1.5.1 Academic Justification 

1.5.2 Policy Justification 

1.5.3 Country 

1.5.4 Terengganu State Government 

1.5.5 University and Faculty 

1.5.6 Students 

1.6 Scope of The Study 

vi 


