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ABSTRACT

Currently, the use ofblog in academic field has been increasedfrom time to time to assist in the teaching and learning
process, Blog enables user to get and share knowledge, information, experiences and thoughts. This paper aimed to
identify the intrinsic factors that motivate students to use blog in their learning process as there is only a small number
of research that has been conducted to investigate the Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) model in the context of
UiTM. Based on Extended TAM, there are three main variables that influence the students' attitude which are perceived
usefulness (P U), perceived ease ofuse (PEOU) and perceivedplayfulness (PP), Seventy eight sets ofquestionnaire were
distributed among second year students at the Faculty ofBusiness Management at UiTM Pahang The result reveals
positive relationships between those variables and students' attitude towards the usage ofblog
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Introduction

Blog can be defined as a log on the web that keeps articles in reverse chronological order where bloggers could log all the
webpage they find interesting (Du & Wagner, 2006), Recently, blog becomes popular as a new medium to communicate,
publish and exchange knowledge and build social network on the Internet Blog enables the users to write and share their
personal diary with instant publishing and feedback (Chuang, 20 I0), Besides that, blog also functions as a new marketing
channel for business entity (Hsu & Lin, 2008; Wang & Lin, 2011), promoting new tools in education such as students
e-portfolio, distance learning, and mentor blog project (Walker, 2005; Wheeler & Lambert-Heggs, 2009; Chuang, 2010),
and as an innovative knowledge management system (Chai & Kim, 2010).

Since the function of blog is facing a rapid growth in all areas of human life, this study is therefore interested
to investigate the blog acceptance among students, A study by Hsu and Lin (2008) indicated that most bloggers and
blog readers are male, young and have high education level. Previous studies of TAM in academic fields indicated the
important roles that blogs play to assist the students in enhancing their academic performance, According to Chai and Kim
(2010), blog is considered as an online education tool, enables the users to share information and knowledge. Users can
record their thoughts, experiences, post useful memos, maintain connection with peers, write reflective journal, and keep
learning logs to track the progress of knowledge (Chuang, 2010; Chai & Kim, 2010; Hsu & Lin, 2008). Previous studies
on TAM to measure the acceptance of blog were popularly employed in China, thus researchers wish to carry out similar
study for local students.

This study aims:
1. To test the relationships of independent variables with dependent variable in TAM,
2. To test the difference users' acceptance based on gender and participating role in blog.

Extended TAM towards Blog Usage

Nowadays, most students are familiar with the blog functions. Normally, they use blog to publish opinions, chat, upload
pictures and so on. Basically, TAM only measures two factors which is perceived usefulness and perceived ease of use.
This model determines the user acceptance towards information system (IS). Davis (1989) defined perceived usefulness
as "the degree to which a person believes that using a particular system would enhance his or her job performance," and
defined perceived ease of use as, "the degree to which a person believes that using a particular system would be free
of effort." With the evolution in information system (IS) itself, blog is considered as a new channel in communication
process. According to Mah and Er (2009), students are able to perceive usefulness of the blog in their ESL classroom
compared to the ease of use. Blogs have large audience of users, and students have become the significant group to study
and emphasize on their acceptance towards blog usage. It is clearly mentioned by Gardner (2005):

"... Blogging, though young, has its share offormat shaping event that have hugely impacted the evolution andform of
the blogosphere ",
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Table I: Measurements and sources

Norulhuda Tajuddin et al.

Measurements No. of measurements Sources

PU 10

PP 10 Moon and Kim (2001)

PEOU 10 Sanchez and Hueros (2010)

ATT 5

FINDINGS

Demographic Profile

Table 2 presents descriptive statistics of respondents' profile. The total numbers of respondent are 78 students. Sixty-four
percent of respondents were female and only 29.5 percent do have personal blog.

Table 2: Descriptive statistics of respondents' profile

Measure Items Frequency Percent

Gender
Male 28 35.9

Female 50 64.1

Have personal blog
Yes 23 29.5
No 55 70.5

N=78

Internal consistency reliability

Cronbach alpha was used to assess the internal consistency reliability of the questionnaire. According to Sekaran (2003),
reliability less than 0.60 are considered to be poor, those in the 0.70 range are acceptable, and those over 0.80 are good.
These coefficients are represented for each of the constructs in Table 3. Out of four, three constructs are considered good
including attitude toward b10gging (0.923), perceived usefulness (0.906), and perceived playfulness (0.860). However,
perceived ease of use (0.658) is considered poor. However, based on Hair ct al. (1992), the value of 0.50 is acceptable.

Table 3: Internal consistency reliability

Component Croncbach's a Items

PEOU 0.658 10

PP 0.860 10

PU 0.906 10

ATT 0.923 5

Mean and Standard Deviation

The mean and standard deviation for all the four components were obtained and tabulated in Table 4. Generally, students
responded favourably to all constructs on the attitude toward b10gging activities. The result indicates that the highest score
of respondents in on the perceived usefulness with a mean of 3.7286 (s.d. 0.58195), followed by perceived playfulness
(3.7168) and perceived ease of use (3.4755). A mean score for attitude is 3.8622. The overall mean of 4 components was
above 3.00, which indicates a substantial degree of agreement with all the components.
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