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ABSTRACT

The Malaysian economy has undergone rapid transformation with a short span of two
decades and has a vision to become fully developed economy by the year 2020. This
study provides some vivid picture of remarkable ephemeral migration trend and its socio-

economic impacts to the rural depopulation.

Many study in the past given economic perspective view that influenced rural migration
although in late 60s many communities migrated or settled down by the government into
resettlement for security reasons. At time the threat from 'Communist insurgencies had
created many rural problem and one of the solution at that time was to resettle them into

new villages.

But the situation now a day is quite different than in the past. Migration today is largely
influence by economic development that heavily focussed in the town centers through out

the State.

A case study i1s conducted at two selected villages of the Bidayuh community of
Kampong Mundei and Kampong Simpok. By completion of this study researchers are
hoping to uncover the socio-economics impacts of the migration among Bidayuh from

the rural to urban areas.



CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
1. Introduction

This study was conducted at Kampung Simpok and Kampung Mundei about 45
kilometers from Kuching. We conducted interview by using prepared questionnaire to
about 80 respondents to obtain desire data required by our study. With data collected we

thus derived our result and formulated the following ﬁnding.’
1.1 Introduction of the study

As a country moves towards progress with some areas being more developed as
compared to others, migration of people from less developed into more developed areas
is inevitable. Malaysia, which started its industrialization in early 1960°s, has experienced
migration of its people from the rural area to the main industrial zones. In Sarawak,
industrialization started in the early 1980°s with opening of timber based industries

through out the State, whilst manufacturing industries begun much later.

Naturally, as a result of migration, the size of urban population has been increased by
4.5% annually from 9.5 million in 1991 to [1.3 million in 1995. In terms of the
proportion of the population residing in urban areas, it was noted that there were 34 % in
1980,51% in 1981 and 54% in 1995. These figures will surely increase in the future

consistent with the growth of urbanization (Malaysia, 1996).

The government is now trying to reverse the situation by developing rural areas. In doing
so the government is committed to open both state and Native Customary Right land for

agricultural purpose in the large scale. Such objective is expected to increase rural



