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BEAUTY CONTESTS: LOOKING AT THE LAWS IN
MALAYSIA

1.1 INTRODUCTION

The history of Beauty Contests is generally accepted from the first modern beauty
contest attempted by P. T. Barnum as a publicity stunt to attract audiences to his show in
1854. When he found that "respectable” women would not participate, he changed the
format to a photographic competition with so much success that the idea was widely
taken over by newspapers around the United States. By the close of the century, many
newspapers sponsored such photographic beauty contests. In the 1920s, these contests
began to be given a wider, more national character, to be used to attract tourists to

specific resorts, and to feature the appearance of women in person and indeed in what
was considered to be a highly questionable state of dress or undress, namely the bathing

suit.!

Beauty pageants represent and contest idealized notions of gender and sexuality
as show by the male and female beauty contest in the British Virgin Islands that
manifested very distinct gender “styles.”” In the Mr. Personality and Ms. Glamorous

contests all contestants competed in casual and evening wear; only women competed in

'A. Holly Shissler , ‘Beauty Is Nothing to Be Ashamed Of Beauty Contests As Tools of Women's
Liberation in Early Republican Turkey .” 2004 <http://cssaame.dukejournals.org> 5 October 2007.

2 Karen Tranberg Hansen, ‘The World in Dress: Anthropological Perspectives on Clothing, Fashion, and
Culture.” 11 June 2004 <http://arjournals.annualreviews.org> 5 October 2007,
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