
HARMONIZING THE SHARIA LAW ON ISLAMIC FAMILY 
MATTERS IN MALAYSIA: THE ISSUES AND CHALLENGES 

By 

Nur Muhaimin bt Mohd Husaimi 
Amaleena Syazwanie bt Mohd Hanizam 
Nurul' Aliaa bt Mohd Zaker 
Yasmin Salehudin 

(2009547321) 

(2009195301) 

(2009511387) 

(2009336383) 

Submitted in Partial Fullfilment of the Requirements for the Bachelor in 
Legal Studies (Hons) 

Universiti Teknologi MARA 

Faculty of Law 

June 2012 

The students/authors confirm that the work submitted is their own and that 
appropriate credit has been given where references has been made to the 

work of others. 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

First of all, our highest gratitude to Allah S.W.T who gave us the strength to study and 

with His love and compassion, we managed to finish this research paper. We would 

like to express our heartfelt gratitude to our beloved supervisor, Puan Syuhaeda Aeni bt 

Mat Ali who has made the completion of this research paper possible. Without her 

guidance, this research paper may not be completed appropriately. Secondly, we 

would like to give our gratefulness to Puan Hartini Saripan for the constant reminders 

and much needed motivation. 

We would also want to show appreciation to Puan Su'aida binti Dato' Haji Safei for for 

her understanding and assistance to our preparation for the proposal of the project 

paper. Not to be forgotten, we are thankful to the family of the Faculty of Law, 

Universiti Teknologi MARA for giving us a chance to proceed with this research 

paper. 

A warm thank you to all the respondents, who had answered all of our questions with 

patience and also in helping us untangle this mind boggling issue. Especially to YAA 

Dato1 Haji Mukhyudin bin Haji. Ibrahim, the Selangor Syariah Chief Judge, and his 

team of experts in the field from the Selangor Syariah Judiciary Department who had 

helped us understand the issue in depth. 

Not to forget our deepest appreciation to Dr. Hj. Mohd Na'im Bin Hj. Mokhtar, the 

Chief Assistant Director of the Family Support Division at the Syariah Judiciary 

Department Malaysia, for his willingness to spent his precious and valuable time give 

explanations for the issues being discussed. 

Furthermore, we would like to give our special gratitude to our family and loved ones 

who had being so understanding and supportive with us. Last but not least, to the 

members of the group, Amaleena Syazwanie bt Mohd Hanizam, Nur Muhaimin binti 

Mohd Husaimi, Nurul 'Aliaa binti Mohd Zaker, and Yasmin Salehuddin, who works 

really hard and sacrificing their time and energy in finishing this research paper. 

ii 



ABSTRACT 

This project paper discusses about the issues and challenges faced in order to 

harmonize the Shariah Law in Malaysia specifically in relating to the family matters. 

The project paper outlines our research proposal which consists of basic layouts in 

conduction our research. It also comprises of the introduction and history of Islamic 

Family Law before and after the establishment of Malaysia. Furthermore, this project 

paper explains about the administration of the Islamic Family Law in Malaysia and 

also the current issues involving the said matter. It nevertheless also highlights the 

establishments of the Shariah Judiciary Department in Malaysia and the challenges 

faced by the department. It also discussed about the Practice Note & Direction being 

issued by the Shariah Judiciary Department in Malaysia on the benefits and problems 

faced in implementing it. Besides, several parties to have depth knowledge in this topic 

had been interviewed to analyze on this matter which comprises of separate opinions 

and comments generated by legal expertise. Last but not least, the project paper focuses 

on the issue of non uniformity of the administration of the Shariah Judiciary 

Department in Malaysia together with the inconsistency of decision made by the 

Shariah Court judges as well as methods to prevent future occurrence regarding this 

problems. 
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