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ABSTRACT 

The topic on "A Study on Position of the State Secretary in Selangor: The Law 

and Practice'' was proposed following the incident in Selangor in December 2010 

where there was a conflict between the appointment of the State Secretary by the 

Federal and the State. A State Secretary is the Head of the State Civil Servant 

which represents the civil servants of a state as a whole. 

Generally, the Public Services Commission has jurisdiction over the Federation, 

Malacca and Penang. The jurisdiction is extended to any state which has no State 

Services Commission. However, there seems to be an overlapping in terms of 

jurisdiction as highlighted in the incident that has happened in the state of 

Selangor on the appointment of a senior public officer, the State Secretary. 

This study contains a brief introduction on the principle of federalism as well as 

the key to the study as to the words "appropriate service Commission". The 

objective of the study is to analyse related procedures and provisions and, where 

possible related recommendations. The scope and limitation as well as the 

significance of the study are spelled out with the purpose of doing the study in 

relation to the appointment of a State Secretary. 

The literature review is the opinion of academicians and legal practitioners. 

Besides that, the proposal is also coded with a qualitative research and interview 

as the methodology for the study. We hope this study will be a guide for those 

who would like to understand the legal position of a public servant in theory and 

practical as well as the legal aspects and its implications on the above issue. 

in 



TABLE OF CONTENT 

Acknowledgement i 

Abstract iii 

Contents iv 

CHAPTER ONE: THE STUDY 

1.1 Introduction 1 

1.2 Problem Statements 2 

1.3 Objectives of the Study 2 

1.4 Literature Review 3 

1.5 Research Methodology 5 

1.6 Scope and Limitations 5 

1.7 Significance of the Study 6 

CHAPTER TWO: FEDERAL - STATE RELATIONS 

2.1 Introduction 7 

2.2 Federalism 7 

2.2.1 What is Federalism 7 

2.2.2 Concept of Federalism 8 

2.3 Federalism in Malaysia 11 

2.3.1 Historical Overview 11 

2.3.2 Federal and State Relations 11 

2.3.3 Federal-State relation in the matter of State Public Servant 13 

2.3.4 Appointment of Civil Servants 13 

2.4 Conclusion 15 

CHAPTER THREE: STATE SECRETARY 

3.1 Introduction 16 

3.2 Appointment of State Secretary 16 

3.3 Role of State Secretary 19 

iv 


