
A SOCIO-LEGAL STUDY ON CITIZENSHIP OF UNDOCUMENTED 
FOUNDLING CHILDREN IN WEST MALAYSIA 

BY 

FARHANA SOFEA BINTI NORJAHAN (2011639772) 

NOOR AMIERA SYAMIMI BINTI AZMADI (2011666724) 

NOR MAISARAH BINTI HASSAN (2011659064) 

NUR AZRINA BINTI ZAINAL AZMAN (2011609398) 

Submitted in Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements 

for the Bachelor in Legal Studies (Hons) 

Universiti Teknologi MARA 

Faculty of Law 

December 2013 

The students/authors confirm that the work submitted is their own and that 
appropriate credit has been made to the work of others. 



ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

First and foremost, we would like to thank Allah Almighty for His blessings 

and kindness for granting us with much needed strength and wisdom in completing 

this project. 

This research project would not have been done without the help and support 

of many people. With that, we would like to express our deepest appreciation to our 

supervisor, Mr. Abang Ikhbal bin Abang Bolhil who has shown the attitude and the 

substance of a genius. Without his supervision and guidance, this dissertation would 

not have been possible. Also, we would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs. 

Tuan Noor Hassini binti Tuan Omar, a social worker at Pusat Aktiviti Kanak-kanak 

Chow Kit for providing us with information on how the child centre is conducted as 

well as giving us an in-depth look regarding the real situation of stateless children. 

Special thanks to Mr. Hishabmudin bin Abu Yazit and Mrs. Norlizawati binti Man, 

the Head of Birth Department as well as the Head of Citizenship Department in the 

National Registration Department for providing valuable information about the 

procedures of registration. Our sincere thanks also go to Prof. Emeritus Datuk Dr. 

Shad Saleem Faruqi, who serves as a legal advisor at Universiti Teknologi MARA as 

well as a law lecturer at Faculty of Law for providing us his views on this topic. We 

would also like to thank our batch mates and seniors who never failed to come to our 

aid whenever we needed them. 

Without the help of these lovely people mentioned above, our work would 

not have been completed in time. 

This research was completed by our team of four which consists of Nur 

Azrina binti Zainal Azman, Farhana Sofea binti Norjahan, Nor Maisarah binti 

Hassan as well as Noor Amiera Syamimi binti Azmadi. Each and every individual 

had contributed their tremendous effort and commitment to the success of this 

research. The tasks were divided according to each member's strengths and 

competencies. Other works pertaining to the data collecting and analysis, interviews, 

and drafting were carried out collectively by all the members. 

ii 



ABSTRACT 

This study is aimed to reflect the importance of recognizing the rights of 

undocumented foundling children located in West Malaysia. 

The research will be based on qualitative type of research by focusing on 

data gathered from various written sources as well as interviews conducted with legal 

experts. It will focus on the consequence of such absence on the rights of the said 

children in the Act. 

The research concludes that the Act has not recognized this type of children 

and thus, some recommendations have been proposed at the end of this research in 

view of improving the Act and thereby increase the protection of such children who 

are facing with citizenship difficulties. 
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