
LAWYERS AND ETHICS IN LEGAL PROFESSION: AN OVERVIEW 

By 

NURUL HIDAYAH BINTIBASIRAN (2005365441) 

ZUHAINIE BINTI ZULL KAFLI (2005365498) 

Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 

for the Bachelor in Legal Studies (Hons.) 

UNIVERSITY TECHNOLOGY MARA 

FACULTY OF LAW 

APRIL 2008 

The students/authors confirm that the work submitted is their own and that appropriate 

credit has been given where reference has been made to the works of others. 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

This research project has been carried out by a team which comprises of Nurul Hidayah 

Basiran and Zuhainie Zull Kafli. Nurul Hidayah's contributions to this project are by 

completing Chapter Two and Chapter Four, whereas Zuhainie's contributions are towards 

the completion of Chapter Three and Chapter Five, For the completion of Chapter One, it 

is a joint effort between the two students. We are also responsible in setting up 

appointments with our difference interviewees and in conducting the interviews. 

Thanks are due as always to many. First of all, we would like to thank God for the 

blessings and opportunities in giving us enough courage physically, spiritually and 

mentally in finishing our research despite of all obstacles that we had encountered and 

lesser time to complete our research. We wish to express our gratitude to our supervisor 

of this project, Puan Rafidah Binti Dato' Salleh, for her continuous support, guidance and 

patience in helping us to be on the right path in finishing this research on time. Not to 

forget, our family and fellow friends for their encouragement. 

We leave many respected persons behind, but we wish to record publicly our thanks to 

our interviewees for their considerable support and contributions of information in 

helping us understand our scope of research and finishing this project proudly. Without 

all the persons above, it would be very hard to us to complete this research paper. 

ii 



ABSTRACT 

Legal Profession itself is a vast topic. The preamble to the Bar Council Malaysia's Legal 

Profession Act 1976, introduces the interpretation of the legal profession with the words, 

"Advocate and solicitor of the High Court admitted and enrolled under this Act or under 

any written law prior to the coming into operation of this Act". 

An Advocate and solicitor are also known as Barrister and solicitor, attorney or lawyer. 

Lawyers should promote the public interest, serve the cause of justice, be faithful to the 

client's trust, maintain the authority, be courteous and candid with others and be true to 

good conscience. Lawyers are more than only a citizen. They are qualified person in the 

Judicial and Legal service. So, they are obliged to serve justice and fairness in the most 

ethical ways like what was laid down under several regulations. 

However, the professionalism of lawyers was seen as a joke by the public recently as 

there are many issues and conflicts arise about their unethical manner in the legal 

profession. These are discussed throughout the chapters with references to several 

regulations that covered the ethics of lawyers in their profession, and also with views 

from other countries which has similar rules. 

Some arguments and comments of different people in different areas are also included. 

This opens up to debates over the effectiveness of the existing laws that safeguarded the 

lawyer's ethics in the country. In addition to that, recommendations are given to fill in 

some lacuna that is found in the effectiveness of the rules and other measures, to make 

sure that the justice and fairness could be served thoroughly by the honest lawyers. 
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