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ABSTRACT 

In our project paper will focus on the Internal Security Act 1960(Act 82) and its 

effects in implementing the Human Rights in Malaysia. Basically, in our First Chapter we 

emphasizes on the problem statement, the objective of our study, literature review, and 

the provisional plan of the research. This has been done in our proposal before, what we 

present here is the edited and extra information which is relevant to our study. 

In Chapter two of our study, we discuss about the legislative setting and the aims 

of the Internal Security Act 1960. This will touch on the root of the Act, whereby the 

history of the ISA will be discussed in this chapter. Some jurisdictional issues would also 

be cited and critics in this chapter. The purpose of the ISA would be important in this 

chapter to understand the basic knowledge of the existence of the Internal Security Act 

1960. 

Under Chapter three the critique of the use of Internal Security Act in Apostasy 

will be emphasized. With the references of Quran and Hadith, and some apostasy cases, 

we will determine the effect of ISA in handling this matter of Apostasy. 

Chapter Four, would be the last chapter on conclusions and recommendations. 

Some recommendations would be reference from the Independent body on what should 

be amended in the provisions of Internal Security Act. The Amnesty International, 

SUHAKAM, would be the best reference for us to analyze the weaknesses and challenges 

of ISA in Malaysia. 

iii 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Acknowledgement ii 
Abstract iii 
List of Cases viii 

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 

1.0 Introduction 1 
1.1 Problem Statement 2 
1.2 Objective of the Study 3 
1.3 Literature Review 3 
1.4 Methodology 6 
1.5 Limitation of the Research 6 
1.6 Significance of the Research « 7 
1.7 Provisional Plan of Research 7 

CHAPTER TWO: LEGISLATIVE SETTING AND AIMS OF THE INTERNAL 
SECURITY ACT 1960 (ACT 82) 

2.0 Introduction 8 
2.1 History of Internal Security Act 1960 8 
2.2 The Purpose of Internal Security Act 1960 9 

2.2.1 The origin of Detention without Trial 10 
2.2.2 Preventive Detention as a Method of Governance 11 

2.5 Legislative Scope 13 
2.6 Jurisdictional Issues 14 
2.7 Lack of Safeguards under the Internal Security Act 1960 19 
2.8 Conclusion 22 



CHAPTER THREE:USE OF INTERNAL SECURITY ACT IN APOSTASY 
CASES - A CRITIQUE. 

3.0 Introduction 22 
3.1 The Quran is clear on Religious Freedom 23 
3.2 Conversion from Islam 25 

3.2.1 Azlina Jailani @ Lina Joy 26 
3.3 Views on the Law in Malaysia Regarding Apostasy 27 
3.4 Islam and Apostasy 32 
3.5 Conclusion 38 

CHAPTER FOUR: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

4.0 Introduction 40 
4.1 Dealing with challenges 42 

4.1.1 Arbitrary and unlawful Deprivation of life 42 
4.1.2 Denial of Fair Public Trial 43 

4.2 Recommendations 44 
4.2.1 Repeal and Replacement of Internal Security Act 1960 44 

4.3 Interim Recommendations 45 
4.3.1 Legislative Reform 45 

4.4 Administrative Directives and Procedures 48 
4.4.1 Detention under Section 8 of the ISA 48 
4.4.2 Detention under Section 73 of the ISA 49 
4.4.3 Judicial Review of Detention under section 8 & 72 of 51 

the ISA 
4.4.4 The Definition of Terrorism in ISA, needs updated to 

current situations. 51 
4.5 Conclusions 53 

Bibliography 
Appendices 

54 
57 


