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ABSTRACT

Basically this study was initiated after realising that there is a need to know of the existence
of laws relating to graveyards, the issues and problems due to the absence of specific
legislations on graveyards. With a proposal which was submitted and approved by the
lecturer of the subject of Legal Research and Methodology we began the research because
it appeared to us that there may be a lack of space for burial grounds. However, further
research was conducted and we realized that the most important matter is not the lack of

space but the need to have a visible law regarding graveyards in Malaysia.

This study will specifically look at the comparison of specific laws relating to graveyards

and the issues that arise and how it may be solved.

Through this study, it was found that in Malaysia there is no clear and precise laws relating

to graveyards to act as a guideline to better administer all matters pertaining to it.



11

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

First and foremost we would like to extend our deepest gratitude to God, Allah S'W.T for
giving us the patience and tolerance in carrying out our duties on researching for materials
to support our topic that is of the first of its kind and to our supervisor Prof. Madya Rohani
Sahak for her critique and valuable contributions by guiding and providing us with a lot of
relevant insights through out the duration in completing this study as well as in helping us
to achieve tﬁe best in our capability to complete this project paper. Without her supervision

we could have not done better.

Secondly, we would like to extend our greatest and deepest gratification to the interviewee
Madam Noraziah binti Abu Bakar, Mr. Abdul Rahman Galeh and Mr. Akhsan bin Haji
Abdul Karim for having the patience to take some time off their busy schedule to answer
our questions and entertain our curiosity and also not to forget the public for being

encouraging in answering our questions.

We are thankful for having Madam Norha Abu Hanifah approve the research proposal.
Finally, our deepest appreciations are directed to our respective families and friends for
their moral support and understanding.
Any errors in this paper are entirely our mistake and we apologize for the errors made on
our part.

ADLIN AIMI BINTI OMAR

ELFIRRA BINTI THAZALI



v
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Acknowledgement
Abstract

Contents

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION
1.1 Introduction

1.2 Problem Statement

1.3 Objective Of Study

1.4 Literature Review

1.5 Methodology

1.6 Limitation

1.7 Significance Of Study

1.8 Outline of the Structure of the Paper

CHAPTER TWO: ANALYZING THE LAW THAT GOVERNS
THE MATTER
2.1 Introduction
2.1.1 Statutes
2.1.1.1 Local Government Act 1976 (Malaysia)
2.1.1.1.1 Policies And Bylaws
2.1.1.1.1.1 Policies
2.1.1.1.1.2 Bylaws
2.1.1.2 Cemeteries And Crematoria Act 2003 (Victoria,
Australia) '
2.1.1.3 Burial Laws Amendment Act 1880 (England)

2.2 Process

il
111

v

—

[ N

11
11
11

14
15
15
19
19
20

27
29



CHAPTER THREE: FINDINGS: REVIEWING THE EXISTING LAWS
3.1 Introduction
3.1.1 Is the Law Adequate to Govern Matters on Graveyards?
3.1.2 Does the Law Cover Matters Pertaining to Graveyards of
Different Religions?
3.1.3 Comparison of Laws

3.2 Conclusion Of Findings

CHAPTER FOUR: ISSUES ON GRAVEYARDS: APPLYING THE
FINDINGS
4.1 Introduction
4.1.1 Management And Allocation Of Burial Ground
4.1.2 Plot Booking
4.1.3 Encroachment Of Boundaries Between Graveyards And Issues

Pertaining To Illegal Burials

CHAPTER FIVE: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Introduction
5.1.1 Conclusion

5.1.2 Recommendations

Bibliography
Appendices
Appendix 1: Interview Questions

Appendix 2: Statutes

32
33
33

39
41

44

45
45
48
48

53
54
54
54

58
60
60
62



