
LABELLING REQUIREMENTS OF GENETICALLY MODIFIED 
FOOD IN MALAYSIA: A COMPARATIVE STUDY WITH THE 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Prepared by 

AHMAD YAZID ALRAFIQ BIN ISMAIL 

2009472124 

MOHD NASRIZAL BIN MD AKIL 

2009498294 

MUHAMMAD FADZLAN BIN MOHD NOOR 

2009497496 

Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the requirements for the Bachelor in Legal 
Studies (Hons) 

Universiti Teknologi MARA 
Faculty of Law 

December 2011 

The students/authors submitted that the work is their own and that appropriate credit has been 
given where reference has been made to the work of others 



ACKNOWLEDEMENT 

Firstly, we give our thanks to Allah S.W.T. for a smooth and successful process in 

completing this project paper and for giving us strength and confidence to go through 

all the obstacles we had during this period of time. 

It is also our pleasure to thank our supervisor, Associate Professor Norha Abu 

Hanifah, for giving us the guidance, supports and encouragement from the beginning 

until the end and making us have a better understanding on the topic of this project. 

We would like to thank Associate Professor Dr. Faiz Fong Abdullah from the 

Faculty of Applied Science for giving us a lot of information regarding the actual 

position of GM food in Malaysian food industry. 

Next, each of us would like to dedicate our deep appreciation to our parents who 

never stop believing and supporting us. We like to thank them for the endless support 

and prayers. 

Lastly, we would like to thank friends and everyone who directly or indirectly assist 

us in completing this final year project paper. 

i 



ABSTRACT 

Genetically Modified Food (GM food) is something new7 in the food industry and the 

labelling of GM food seemed to be very fundamental. It is because labelling GM food 

provides consumers on the freedom of choice. The significant of this study is to 

highlight the loophole in Malaysian law with regard to the issue on the labelling of GM 

food. The laws that govern this area are the Biosafety Act 2007 and the Food Act 1983. 

The law pertaining to the labelling of GM food is still lacking specifically in the Food 

Regulations 1985. Even though there were amendments in the regulations with regard to 

the manner GM food should be labelled; the law is still silent on the issue of exception 

to the mandatory labelling, pre-packaged and non pre-packaged food; and guidelines in 

the matter of labelling of GM food that manufacturer should comply with. Since 

Malaysia had ratified the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the Convention on 

Biological Diversity, Malaysia is obliged to follow7 the labelling requirements of GM 

food as provided by the Convention. It was also found that the non-compliance of the 

labelling requirements of GM food might associate with many disadvantages to the 

consumers especially on the health risks, religion and vegetarian aspect and also 

consumers' freedom of choice. This study used the qualitative methodology which 

includes library-based research. All in all, it is very much recommended that the existing 

law be amended to overcome the issue on labelling of GM food especially regarding the 

exception to the mandatory labelling, pre-packaged and non pre- packaged food as well 

as the guidelines that manufacturers of GM food should follow. 
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